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HIS &EAOE THE DUKE OF 

MONTAGU. 

My Lord, 

|Y Order of his Grace 
the DUKE of WHAR- 
TON, the prefent Right 
Worfhipful Grand Mas- 
ter of the Free-Masons; 
and, as his Deputy, I humbly dedicate 
this Book of the Constitutions of our 
ancient 




vi DEDICATION. 

ancient Fraternity to your Grace, in 
Teftimony of your honourable, pru- 
dent, and vigilant difcharge of the 
Office of our Grand-Master laft year. 
I need not tell your Grace what 
Pains our learned Author has taken 
in compiling and digefting this Book 
from the old Records, and how accu- 
rately he has compared and made every 
thing agreeable to History and Chro- 
nology, fo as to render thefe New 
Constitutions a juft and exad: Ac- 
count of Masonry from the beginning 
of the World to your Grace's Mas- 
tership, ftill preferving all that was 
truly ancient and authentick in the 
old ones : For every Brother will be 
pleas'd with the Performance, that 
knows it had your Grace's Perusal and 
Approbation, and that it is now print- 
ed for the Ufe of the Lodges, after it 

was 



DEDICATION- vii 

was approved by the Grand-Lodge, 
when your Grace was Grand-Master. 
All the Brotherhood will ever remem- 
ber the Honour your Grace has done 
them, and your Care for their Peace, 
Harmony, and lafting Friend fhio : 
Which none is more duly fenfible of 
than. 

My LORD, 
Your Grace's 

Moft oblig'd, and 

Moft obedient Servant, 
And Faithful Brother, 

J. T. Desaguliers, 
Deputy Grand-Maften 
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THE 



CONSTITUTION, 

OF THE BIGHT WOBSHIPFUL FBATEBinTT OF 

ACCEPTED FREE MASONS; 

GOLLEOTED 

PROM THEIR GENERAL RECORDS, A:ND THEIR FAITH- 
FUL TRADITIONS OP MANY AGES. 

TO BE READ 

At the Admission of a New Brother^ when the Master or 
Warden shall begin, or order some other Brother to read as 
follows : 

DAM, our first Parent, created after the 
Image of God, the great Year of 
Architect of the Universe, 
must have had the Lib- 
eral Sciences, particularly 
Geometry, written on his 
Heart ; for even since the Fall, we find the 
Principles of it in the Hearts of his Offspring, and which 
in process of time, have been drawn forth into a con- 
venient 




the World 

1. 

4003. 

before 

Christ, 



(2) 

venient Method of Propositions, by observing the Laws 
of Proportion taken from Mechanism: So that as the 
Mechanical Arts gave Occasion to the Learned to reduce 
the Elements of Geometry into Method, this noble 
Science, thus reduc'd, is the Foundation of all those 
Arts, (particularly of Masonry and Architecture) and the 
Rule by which they are conducted and perform'd. 

No doubt Adam taught his Sons Geometry, and the 
use of it, in the several Arts and Crafts convenient, at 
least, for those early Times; for Cain, we find, built a City, 
which he call'd Consecrated, or Dedicated, after the name 
of his eldest Son Enoch ; and becoming the Prince of the 
one Half of Mankind, his Posterity would imitate his 
royal Example in improving both the noble Science and 
the useful Art.* 

Nor can we suppose that Seth was less instructed, 
who being the Prince of the other Half of Mankind, and 
also the prime Cultivator of Astronomy, would take equal 
Care to teach Geometry and Masonry to his Offspring, 

who 



• As other Arts were also improv'd by them, viz. working in Metal 
by Tubal Cain, Music by Jubal, Pastorage and Tent-Making by Jabal 
wliich lait is good Architecture. 



(3) 

who had also the mighty Advantage of Adam*8 living 
among them.t 

But without regarding uncertain Accounts, we may 
safely conclude the old World, that lasted 1656 Years, 
could not be ignorant of Masonry ; and that both the 
Families of Seth and Cain erected many curious Works, 
until at length Noah, the ninth from Seth, was com- 
manded and directed of God, to build the great Ark, 
which, tho' of Wood, was certainly fabricated by Geo- 
metry, and according to the Rules of Masonry. 

Noah, and his three Sons, Japhet, Shem, and Ham, all 
Masons true, brought with them over the Flood, the 
Traditions and Arts of the Ante-deluvians, and amply 
communicated them to their growing Offspring; for 
about 101 Years after the Flood, we find a vast ^^^^ 
Number of 'em, if not the whole Race of Noah, Mundi 
in the Vale of Shinar, employ'd in building a 
City and large Tower, in order to make to them- Ante 
selves a Name, and to prevent their Dispersion. Christum. 

And 



t For by some Yestiges of Antiquity we find one of 'em, godly Enoch, 
(who dy'd. not, but was translated alive to Heaven) prophesying of the 
final Oonflagration at the Day of Judgment, (as St. Jude tells us) and 
likewise of the (General Deluge for the Punishment of the World : Upon 
which he erected his two large Pillars, (tho' some ascribe them to Seth) 
the one of Stone, and the other of Brick, whereon were engraven the 
Liberal Sciences, &c. And that the Stone Pillar remained in Syria until 
the days of Yespasian the Emperor. 

1* 
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And tlio' they carry'd on the Work to a monstrous 
Height, and by their Vanity provok'd God to confound 
their Devices, by confounding their Speech, which occa- 
j^ j^ sion'd their Dispersion ; yet their Skill in Ma- 
1810. sonry is not the less to be celebrated, having 
2194. spent above 63 Years in that prodigious Work, 
Ante Ch.g^jjj upon their Dispersion carry'd the mighty 
Knowledge with them into distant Parts, where they 
found the good use of it in the Settlement of their King- 
doms, Commonwealths, and Dynasties. And tho' after- 
wards it- was lost in most Parts of the Earth, it was 
especially preserved in Shinar and Assyria, where Nim- 
rod,* the Founder of that Monarchy, after the Dispersion, 
built many splendid Cities, as Ereck, Accad, and Calneh, 
in Shinar; from whence afterwards he went forth into 
Assyria, and built Niniveh, Rehoboth, Caleb, and 
Ehesin. 

In these Parts, upon the Tygris and Euphrates, after- 
wards flourish'd many learned Priests and Mathemati- 
cians, known by the Names of Chaldees and Magi, who 

preserv'd 



* Nimrod, which signifies a Rebel, was the Name given him by the 
holy Family, and by Moses ; bnt among his Friends in Ohaldea, his pro- 
per Name was Belus, which signifies Lord ; and afterwards was worship- 
ped fC.a God by many Nations, under the Name of Bel, or Baal, and 
became v|he Bacchus of the Ancients, or Bar Ghus, the Son of Chusi 



(s) 

preserv'd the good Science, Geometry, as the Kings and 
great Men encourag'd the Royal Art. But it is not ex- 
pedient to speak more plain of the Premises, except in a 
formed Lodge. 

From hence, therefore, the Science and Art were both 
transmitted to latter Ages and distant Climes, notwith- 
standing the confusion of Languages or Dialects, which, 
tho' it might help to give Rise to the Masons Faculty 
and ancient universal Practice of conversing without 
speaking, and of knowing each other at a Distance, yet 
hinder'd not the Improvement of Masonry in each Colo- 
ny, and their Communication in their distinct National 

Dialect. 

And, no doubt, the Royal Art was brought down to 
Egypt by Mitzraim, the second Son of Ham, about six 
Years after the Confusion at Babel, and after the . ^ 
Flood 160 Years, when he led thither his Colo- isie. 
ny; (for Egypt is Mitzraim in Hebrew) because 2188. 
we find the River Nile's overflowing its Banks, 
soon caus'd an Improvement in Geometry, which con- 
sequently brought Masonry much in request : For the 
ancient noble Cities, with the other magnificent Edifices 
of that Country, and particularly the famous Pyramids, 
demonstrate the early Taste and Genius of that ancient 

Kingdom* 
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Kingdom. Nay, one of those Egyptian Pyramidd* ia 
reckon'd the First of the Seven Wonders of the World, 
the account of which, by Historians and Travellers, is 
almost incredible. 

The Sacred Records inform us well that the eleven 
great Sons of Canaan (the youngest Son of Ham) soon 
fortified themselves in strong Holds, and stately walled 
cities, and erected most beautiful Temples and Mansions ; 
for when the Israelites, under the great Joshua, invaded 
their Country, they found it so regularly fenc'd, that 
without the immediate Intervention of God in behalf of 
his peculiar People, the Canaanites were impregnable and 
invincible. Nor can we suppose less of the other Sons 
of Ham, viz. Chush, his eldest, in South Arabia, and 
Phut, or Phuts, (now called Fez) in West Africa. 

And surely the fair and gallant Posterity of Japhet, 

(the eldest Son of Noah) even such as travelled into the 

Isles of the Gentiles, must have been equally skilPd in 

Geometry and Masonry ; tho' we know little of their 

Transactions and mighty Works, until their original 
» 

Know- 



♦ The Marble Stones, brought a vast way from the Quarries of Arabia, 
were most of *em 30 Foot long ; and its Foundation cover'd the Ground 
of 700 Foot on each Side, or 2800 Foot in Compass, and 481 in perpen- 
dicular Height. And in perfecting it were employ'd every Day, for 20 
whole Years, 360,000 Men, by some ancient Egyptian King, long before 
the Israelites were a People, for the Honour of his Empire, and at last to 
become his Tomb. 
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Knowledge was almost lost by the Havock of War, and 
by not maintaining a due Correspondence with the polite 
and learned Nations j for when that Correspondence was 
open'd in After-Ages, we find they began to be most 
curious Architects. 

The Posterity of Shem had also equal Opportunities of 
cultivating the useful Art, even those of 'em that planted 
their Colonies in the South and East of Asia ; much more 
those of 'em, that in the great Assyrian Empire, liv'd in 
a separate State, or were blended with other Families : 
Nay, that holy Branch of Shem (of whom, as concerning 
the Flesh, Christ came) could not be unskilful in the 
learned Arts of Assyria; for Abram, after the a. M. 
Confusion at Babel about 268 Years, was called 2078. 
out of Ur of the Chaldees, where he learned Geo- 1926. 
metry, and the Arts that are perform'd by it, -^^ ^ 
which he would carefully transmit to Ishmael, to 
Isaac, and to his Sons, by Eeturah ; and by Isaac, to 
Esau, and Jacob, and the twelve Patriarchs : Nay, the 
Jews believe that Abram also instructed the Egyptians 
in the Assyrian Learning. 

Indeed, the select Family long used Military Archi- 
tecture only, as they were Sojourners among Stran- 
gers , but before the 430 Years of their Pere- ^. m. 
grination were expired, even about 86 Years 2427. 
before their Exodus, the Ejings of Egypt forc'd 1577. 
most of them to lay down their Shepherds Ante Ch. 

Instruments, 
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iDstruments, and Warlike Accoutrements, and trained 
them to another sort of Architecture in Stone and 
Brick, as holy Writ, and other Histories, acquaint us ; 
which God did wisely overrule, in order to make them 
good Masons before they possess'd the Promis'd Land» 
then famous for most curious Masonry. 

And while marching to Canaan, thro' Arabia, under 
Moses, God was pleased to inspire Bezaleel, of the Tribe 

A. M. ^^ Judah, and Aholiab, of the Tribe of Dan, with 
2514. Wisdom of Heart for erecting that most glorious 
1490. Tent, or Tabernacle, wherein the Shechinah 
Ante Ch. resided ; which, tho' not of Stone or Brick, 
was framed by Geometry, a most beautiful Piece of 
Architecture, (and prov'd afterwards the Model of Solo- 
mon's Temple) according to the Pattern that God had 
shewn to Moses in the Mount ; who therefore became 
the General Master-Mason, as well as King of Jessurun, 
being well skill'd in all the Egyptian Learning, and 
divinely inspir'd with more sublime Knowledge in Ma- 
sonry. 

So that the Israelites, at their leaving Egypt, were a 
whole Kingdom of Masons, well instructed, under the 
Conduct of their Grand Master Moses, who often 
marshall'd them into a regular and general Lodge, 
while in the Wilderness, and gave them wise Charges,. 

Orders 
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Orders, &c., had they been well observ'd! But no 
more of the Premises must be mentioned. 

And after they were possess'd of Canaan, the A. M. 
Israelites came not short of the old Inhabitants 2554. 
in Masonry, but rather vastly improv'd it, by the 1 450. 
special Direction of Heaven; they fortify'd bet- Ante Ch. 
ter, and improv'd their City-Houses, and the Palaces 
of their Chiefs, and only fell short in sacred Archi- 
tecture while the Tabernacle stood, but no longer; for 
the finest sacred Building of the Canaanites was the Tem- 
ple of Dagon in Gaza of the Philistines, very magnificent, 
and capacious enough to receive 6000 People under its 
Roof, that was artfully supported by two main Columns ;• 
and was a wonderful Discovery of their mighty Skill in 
true Masonry, as must be own'd. 

But Dagon's Temple, and the finest Structures of Tyre 
and Sidon, could not be compared with the Eternal God's 
Temple at Jerusalem, begun and finish'd, to the Amaze- 
ment of all the World, in the short space of seven Years 
and six Months, by that wisest Man and most glorious 
King of Israel, the Prince of Peace and Architecture, 

Solomon 



* By which the glorious Sampson pull'd it down upon the » -^ 

Lords of the Philistines, and was also intangled in the same ^ 

2893 
Death which he drew upon his Enemies for putting out his 

1111 
Byes, after he had reveal'd his Secrets to his Wife, that be- 

tray'd him into their Hands ; for which Weakness he never had -^^^ ^ 

the Honour to be number'd among Masons : But it is not convenient to 

mrite more of this. 
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Solomon, (the Son of David, who was refused that Hon- 
our for being a Man of Blood) by divine Direction, with- 
out the Noise of Work-mens Tools, though there were 
employ'd about it no less than 3,600 Princes,* or Mas- 
ter-Masons, to conduct the Work according to Solomon's 
Directions, with 80,000 Hewers of Stone in the Moun 
tain, or Fellow Craftsmen, and 70,000 Labourers, in 

all 163,600 

besides the Levy under Adoniram to 
work in the Mountains of Lebanon by 

turns with the Sidonians, viz. 

being in all 183,600 

for which great Number of ingenious Masons, Solomon 
was much oblig'd to Hiram, or Huram, King of Tyre, 
who sent his Masons and Carpenters to Jerusalem, and 

the 



1 



30,000 



• In 1 Kings v. 16. they are called d'^^'nn Harodim, Eulers or Provosts 
assisting King Solomon, who were set over the Work, and their Number 
there is only 3,300 : But 2 Chron. ii. 18. they are called d'lnzsaa Menatz- 
chim. Overseers and Comforters of the People in Working, and in Num- 
ber 3,600 ; because either 300 might be more curious Artists, and the 
Overseers of the said 3,300, or rather, not so excellent, and only Deputy- 
Masters, to supply their Places in case of Death or Absence, that so 
there might be always 3,300 acting Masters compleat; or else they 
might be the Overseers of the 70,000 iao ttS'^K Ish Sabbal, Men of Bur- 
den, or Labourers, who were not Masons, but served the 80,000 a:sn ttTK 
Ish Ohotzeb, Men of Hewing, called also d'liaa Ghiblim, Stone-Cutters 
and Sculpturers ; and also Bonai, 15a Builders in Stone, part of which 
belonged to Solomon, and part to Hiram, King of Tyre, 1 Kings v. 18. 



the Firs and Cedars of Lebanon to Joppa, the next Sea- 
port. 

But above all, he sent his Namesake Hiram, or Huram 
the most accomplish'd Mason upon Earth.* 



♦ We read (2 Ohron. ii. 13.) Hiram, King of Tyre, (called there 
Hnram) in his Letter to King Solomon, says, I have sent a cnnning Man 
"t^M b^inb le Hnram Abhi, not to be translated according to the vulgar 
Greek and Latin, Hnram my Father, as if this Architect was King 
Hiram's Father ; for his Description, ver. 14, refutes it, and the Original 
plainly Imports, Huram of my Father's, viz., the Chief Master-Mason of 
my Father, Bling Abibalus ; (who enlarg'd and beautify'd the City of 
Tyre, as ancient Histories inform us, whereby the Tyrians at this time 
were most expert in Masonry) tho' some think Hiram the King might 
caU Hiram, the Architect, Father, as learned and skilful Men were wont 
to be call'd of old Times, or as Joseph was call'd the Father of Pharaoh ; 
and as the same Hiram is call'd Solomon's Father, (2 Chron. iv. 16.) 
where 'tis said 

naitts ^iai i-^aK d^in tw9 
Shelomoh lammelech Abhif Churam ghnasah. 
Did Huram, his Father, make to King Solomon. 

But the Difficulty is over at once, by allowing the Word Abif to be 
the Surname of Hiram the Mason, called also (chap. ii. 13.) Hiram Abi, 
as here Hiram Abif; for being so amply describ'd, (chap. ii. 14.) we may 
easily suppose his Surname would not be conceal'd : And this Beading 
makes the Sense plain and compleat, viz. that Hiram, King of Tyre, sent 
to King Solomon his Namesake Hiram Abif, the Prince of Architects, 
describ'd (1 Kings vii. 14.) to be a Widow's Son of the Tribe of Naph- 
thali ; and in (2 Ohron. ii. 14.) the said King of Tyre calls him the Son 
of a Woman of the Daughters of Dan ; and in both Places, that his 
Father was a Man of Tyre 5 which Difficulty is remov'd, by supposing 

hii 
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And the prodigious Expence of it also enhaunceth its 
Excellency ; for besides King David's vast Preparations, 
his richer Son Solomon, and all the wealthy Israelites, 
and the Nobles of all the neighbouring Kingdoms, large- 
ly contribued towards it in Gold, Silver, and rich Jewels, 
that amounted to a Sum almost incredible. 

4 

Nor do we read of any thing in Canaan so large, the 
Wall that inclos'd it being 7700 Foot in Compass ; far 

less 



lus Mother was either of the Tribe of Dan, or of the Daughters of the 
Gity called Dan in the Tribe of Napkthali, and his deceased Father had 
been a Naphthalite, whence his Mother was call'd a Widow of Naph- 
thali ; for his Father is not call'd a Tyrian by Descent, but a Man of 
Tyre by Habitation ; as Obed Edom the Levite is call'd a Gittite by 
living among the Gittites, and the Apostle Paul a Man of Tarsus. But 
supj)Osing a Mistake in Transcribers, and that his Father was really a 
Tyrian by Blood, and his Mother only of the Tribe either of Dan or of 
Naphthali, that can be no Bar against allowing of his vast Capacity ; 
for as his Father was a Worker in Brass, so he himself was fill'd with 
Wisdom and Understanding, and Cunning to work all Works in Brass : 
And as King Solomon sent for him, sc King Hiram, in his Letter to 
Solomon, says : And now I have sent a cunning Man, endued with 
Understanding, skilful to work in Gold, Silver, Brass, Iron, Stone, 
Timber, Purple, Blue, fine linnen, and Crimson; also to grave any 
manner of Graving, and to find out every Device which shall be put to 
him, with thy cunning Men, and with the cunning Men of my Lord 
David thy Father. This divinely inspired Workman maintain'd this 
Character in erecting the Temple, and in working the Utensils thereof, 
far beyond the Performances of Aholiab and Bezaleel, being also um« 
versaliy capable of all sorts of Masonry. 
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less any holy Structure fit to be nam'd with it, for exact- 
ly proportion'd and beautiful Dimensions, from the mag- 
nificent Porch on the East, to the glorious and reverend 
Sanctum Sanctorum on the West, with most lovely and 
convenient Apartments for the Kings and Princes, Priests 
and Levites, Israelites, and Gentiles also; it being an 
House of Prayer for all Nations, and capable of receiving 
in the Temple proper, and in* all its Courts and Apart- 
ments together, no less than 300,000 People, by a modest 
Calculation, allowing a square Cubit to each Person. 

And if we consider the 1,453 Columns of Parian 
Marble, with twice as many Pillasters, both having 
glorious Capitals of several Orders, and about 2,246 
Windows, besides those in the Pavement, with the un- 
speakable and costly Decorations of it within; (and 
much more might be said) we must conclude its Pros- 
pect to transcend our Imagination; and that it was 
justly esteem'd by far the finest Piece of Masonry upon 
Earth before or since, and the chief Wonder of the 
World ; and was dedicated, or consecrated, in ^ ^^ 

m 

the most solemn manner, by King Solomon. 3000. 

But leaving what must not, and indeed ^^^• 
cannot, be communicated by Writing, we 
may warrantably affirm, that however ambitious the 
Heathen were in cultivating of the Royal Art, it was 

never 
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nerer perfected, nntil G-od coudesceuded to iiiBtruct hia 
peculiar People in rearing the above-meQtion'd stately 
Tent, and in building at length this gorgeous House, fit 
for the special Refulgence of hia Glory, where he dwelt 
between the Cherubims on the Mercy-Seat, and from 
thence gave them frequent oraculoas Responses. 

This moat sumptuous, splendid, beautiful, and glo- 
rious Edifice, attracted soon the inquisitive Artists of all 
Nations to spend some time at Jerusalem, and survey its 
peculiar Excellencies, as much as was allow'd to the 
Gentiles ; whereby they soon discover'd, that all fiut 
World, with their joint Skill, came far short of tho 
Israelites, in the Wisdom and Dexterity of Architecture, 
when the wise King Solomon was Grand Master of the 
Lodge at Jerusalem, aud the learned King Hiram was 
Grand Master of the Lodge at Tyre, and the inspired 
Hiram Abif was Master of Work, and Masonry was un- 
der the immediate Care and Direction of Heaven, when 
the Koble and the Wise thought it their Honour to be 
assisting to the ingenious Masters and Craflsmen, and 
when the Temple of the True God became the Wonder 
of all Travellers, by which, as by the most perfect Pat- 
tern, they corrected the Architecture of their own Coun- 
try upon their return. 

So that after the Erection of Solomon's Temple, Ma- 
sonry 
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sonry was improv'd in all the neighbouring Nations ; for 
the many Artists employ'd about it, under Hiram Abif, 
after it was finish'd, dispers'd themselves into Syria, 
Mesopotamia, Assyria, Chaldea, Babylonia, Media, Persia. 
Arabia, Africa, Lesser Asia, Greece, and other Parts of 
Europe, where they taught this liberal Art to the free 
born Sons of eminent Persons, by whose Dexterity the 
Kinga^ Princes, and Potentates, built many glorious Piles, 
and became the Grand Masters, each in his own Terri- 
tory, and were emulous of excelling in this Royal Art; 
nay, even in India, where the Correspondence was open, 
we may conclude the same : But none of the Nations, 
nor all together, could rival the Israelites, far less excel 
them, in Masonry ; and their Temple remain'd the con- 
stant Pattern.* 

Nay, 



* For tho' the Temple of Diana at Epfaesns is supposed to have been 
first built by some of Japhet's Posterity, that made a settlement in Jonia 
about the Time of Moses ; yet it was often demolish'd, and then rebuilt 
for the sake of Improvements in Masonry ; and we cannot compute the 
Period of its last glorious Erection (that became another of the Seven 
Wonders of the World) to be prior to that of Solomon's Temple ; but 
that long afterwards the Kings of Lesser Asia join'd, for 220 Years, in 
finishing it, with 107 Columns of the finest Marble, and many of 'em 
with most exquisite Sculpture (each at the Expence of a King, by the 
Master-Masons Dresiphon and Archiphron) to support the planked 
Cieling and Roof of pure Cedar, as the Doors and Linings were of Cy 
Dress: Whereby it became the Mistress of Lesser Asia, in Length 

425 Foot, 
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Nay, the Grand Monarch Nebuchadnezzar could never, 
with all his unspeakable Advantages, carry up his Ma- 
sonry to the beautiful Strength and Magnificence of 
the Temple Work, which he had, in warlike Rage 
A. M. burnt down, after it had remained in Splendor 
3416. 416 Years from its Consecration. For after his 
588. Wars were over, and general Peace proclaimed, 
Ante Ch. he set his Heart on Architecture, and became 
the Grand Master-Mason ; and having before led captive 
the ingenious Artists of Judea, and other conquered 
Countries, he raised indeed the largest Work upon Earth, 
even the Walls* and City, the Palaces and Hanging- 
Gardens, 



A. M. 



425 Foot, and in Breadth 220 Foot : Nay, so admirable a 

Fabrick, that Xerxes left it standing when he burnt all 

3648. the other Temples in his "Way to Greece ; tho' at last it 

356. ^^ ^* ^^ ^^ ^"^^ burnt down by a vile Fellow, only for the 

Last of being talk'd of, on the very Day that Alexander the 

^^ ^^- Great was bom. 

* In Thickness 87 Foot, in Height 350 Foot, and in Compass 480 
FurlongR, or 60 British Miles in an exact Square of 15 Miles a Side, 
built of large Bricks, cemented with the hard Bitumen of that old Yale 
of Shinar, with 100 Gates of Brass, or 25 arside, and 250 Towers ten 
Foot higher than the Walls. 

From the said 25 Gates in each side went 25 Streets in strait lines, or 
in all 50 Streets, each 15 Miles long, with four half Streets next the 
Walls, each 200 Foot broad, as the entire Streets were 150 Foot broad : 
And so the whole City was thus cut out into 676 Squares, each being 2 
Miles and ^ in Compass ; round which were the Houses built three or 
four Stories high, well adorned, and accommodated with Yards, Gardens, 
&c. A Branch of the Euphrates runs through the Middle of it, from 
North to South, over which, in the Heart of the City, was built a state- 
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Gardens, the Bridge and Temple of Babylon, the Third 
of the Seven Wonders of the World, though vastly infe- 
rior, in the sublime Perfection of Masonry, to the holy, 
charming, lovely Temple of God. But as the Jewish 
Captives were of special use to Nebuchadnezzar in his 
glorious Buildings, so being thus kept at work, they 

retained 



ly Bridge, in Length a Furlong, and thirty Foot in Breadth, by wonder- 
ful Art, for supplying the Want of a Foundation in the River. At the 
two Ends of this Bridge were two magnificent Palaces, the Old Palace, 
the seat of Ancient Kings, at the East End, upon the Ground of four 
Squares ; and the New Palace at the West End, built by Nebuchadnez- 
zar, upon the Ground of nine Squares, with Hanging Gardens (so much 
celebrated by the Greeks) where the loftiest Trees could grow as in the 
Fields, erected in a Square of 400 Foot on each Side, carried up by Ter- 
races, and sustained by vast Arches built upon Arches, until the highest 
Terrace equalled the Height of the City-Walls, with a curious Aqueduct 
ta water the whole Gardens. Old Babel improved, stood on the East 
Side of the River, and the New Town on the West Side, much larger 
than the Old, and built in order to make this Capital exceed old Nine- 
vah, though it never had so many Inhabitants by one Half. The River 
was begirt with Banks of Brick, as thick as the City Walls, in Length 
twenty Miles, viz. fifteen Miles within the City, and two miles and a half 
above and below it, to keep the Water within its Channel ; and each 
Street that crossed the River had a Brazen Gate leading down to the 
Water on both Banks ; and West of the City was a prodigious Lake, in 
Compass 160 Miles, with a Canal from the River into it, to prevent Liun- 
dations in the Summer. 

In the Old Town, was the Old Tower of Babel, at the Foundation a 
Square of half a Mile in Compass, consisting of eight square Towers built 
over each other, with Stairs on the outride round it, going up to the Ob- 
servatory on the Top, 600 Foot high (which is 19 Foot higher than the 
highest Pyramid) whereby they became the first Astronomers. And in 
the Rooms of the Grand Tower, with arched Roofs, supported by Pillars 

75 Fool 
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retained their great Skill in Masonry, and continued 
very capable of rebuilding the holy Temple and City 
A. M. of Salem upon its old Foundations, which was 
3468. ordered by the Edict or Decree of the Grand 
356. Cyrus, according to God's Word, that had fore- 
Ante Ch. ^qI^j jjjg Exaltation and this Decree : And 

Cyrus having constituted Zerubbabel, the Son of Sala- 
thiel (of the Seed of David, by Nathan, the Brother of 
Solomon, whose Royal Family was now extinct) the 

Head, 



75 Foot high, the idolatrous Worship of their Gk)d Bolus was performe J^ 
till now, that this mighty Mason and Monarch erected round this anciei^t 
Pile a Temple of two Furlongs on every Side, or a Mile in Compasa ; 
where he lodged the sacred Trophies of Solomon's Temple, and the golden 
Image 90 Foot high, that he had consecrated in the Plains of Dura, as 
were formerly in the Tower lodg'd many other golden Images, and many 
precious things, that were afterwards all seized by Xerxes, and amounted 
to above 21 Millions Sterling. 

And when all was finished. King Nebuchadnezzar walking in State in 
his Hanging-Gardens, and from thence taking a Beview of the whole 
City, proudly boasted of this his mighty Work ; saying, Is not this Great 
Babylon, that I have built for the House of the Kingdom, by the Might 
of my power, and for the Honor of my Majesty ? but had his Pride im- 
mediately rebuked by a Voice from Heaven, and punished by brutal mad- 
ness for seven Years, until he gave Glory to the God of Heaven, the 
Omnipotent Architect of the Universe, which he published by a Decree 
through all his Empire, and died next Year, before his Great Babylon 
was little more than half inhabited (though he had led many Nations 
captive for that purpose) ; nor was it ever fully peopled ; for in 25 Yeara 
after his Death, the Grand Gyros conquered it, and removed the Throne 
to Shushan in Persia. 
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Head, or Prince of the Captivity, and the Leader of the 

Jews and Israelites returning to Jerusalem, they began 

to lay the Foundation of the Second Temple, and would 

have soon finish'd it, if Cyrus had liv'd ; but at length 

they put on the Cape-Stone, in the 6th Year 

A. M. 

of Darius, the Persian Monarch, when it 3439^ 

was dedicated with Joy, and many Sacri- ^^^• 

Ante Gh. 
fices, by Zerubbabel the Prince and General 

Master-Mason of the Jews, about 20 Years after the 

Decree of the Grand Cyrus. And tho' this Temple of 

Zerubbabel came far short of Solomon's Temple, was 

not so richly adorn'd with Gold and Diamonds, and all 

manner of precious Stones, nor had the Shechinah and 

the holy Relicks of Moses in it, &c. yet being rais'd 

exactly upon Solomon's Foundation, and according to his 

Model, it was still the most regular, symmetrical, and 

glorious Edifice in the whole World, as the Enemies of 

the Jews have often testify'd and acknowledg'd. 

At length the Royal Art was carry'd into Greece, 

whose Inhabitants have left us no Evidence of 

such Improvements in Masonry, prior to Solomon's 

Q Temple ; 
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Temple ;• for their most ancient Buildings, as the Cittadel 
of Athens, with the Parthenion, or Temple of Minerva, the 
Temples also of Theseus, of Jupiter Olympius, &c. their 
Porticos also, and Forums, their Theatres and Gymna- 
siums, their public Halls, curious Bridges, regular Forti- 
fications, stout Ships of War, and stately Palaces, were 
all erected after the Temple of Solomon, and most of 
them even after the Temple of Zerubbabel. 

Nor do we find the Grecians arriv'd to any considerable 

Knowledge in Geometry, before the Great Thales Milesius, 

the Philosopher, who dy'd in the Reign of Bell- 

345*7 shazzar, and the Time of the Jewish Captivity. 

^<^- But his Scholar, the Greater Pythagoras, prov'd 

Ante Oh. 

the Author of the 47th Proposition of Euclid's 

first 



* The Grecians having been long degenerated into Barbarity, forgetting 
their original Skill in Masonry, (which their Fore-fathers brought froni 
Assyria) by their frequent Mixtures with other barbarous Nations, theur 
mutual Invasions, and wasting bloody Wars ; until by travelling aod 
corresponding with the Asiaticks and Egyptians, they reviv'd their 
Knowledge in Geometry and Masonry both, though few of the Grecians 
had the Honor to own it. 
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first Book, which, if duly observ'd, is the Foundation of 
all Masonry, sacred, civil, and military.* 

The People of Lesser Asia about this Time gave 
large Encouragement to Masons for erecting all sorts 
of sumptuous Buildings, one of which must not be 
forgot, being usually reckoned the Fourth of the Seven 
Wonders of the World, viz. the Mausoleum, or Tomb of 
Mausolus King of Caria, between Lycia and Jonia, at 
Halicarnassus, on the Side of Mount Taurus in that 
Kingdom, at the Command of Artemisia his mournful 
widow, as the splendid Testimony of her Love to him, 
built of the most curious Marble, in Circuit 411 
Foot, in Height 25 Cubits, surrounded with 26 Col- 
umns of the most famous Sculpture, and the ^ « 

whole open on all Sides, i^ith Arches 73 Foot 3552, 

wide, performed by the four principal Master- 352. 

Masons and Engravers of those Times, viz. -^^ ^ 

the 



* Pythagoras travell'd into Egypt the Year that Thales dy*d, 
and living there among the Priests 22 Years, became expert 
in Geometry, and in all the Egyptian Learning, until he was 
captivated by Cambyses of Persia, and sent to Babylon, 34'7o' 

where he was much conversant with the Chaldean Magi, and 525. 

.Ante Oh. 
the learned Babylonish Jews, from whom he borrow'd great 

Knowledge, that render'd him very fiimons in Greece and Italy, A. M. 

where afterwards he flourish'd and dy'd ; when Mordecai waa g?g 

the Prime Minister of State to Ahashuems King of Persia, Ante Oh. 

and ten Years after Zerabbabd's Temple was finished. 



the East Side by Scopas, the West by Leochares, the 
North by Briax, and the South by Timotheus. 

But after Pythagoras, Geometry became the darling 
Study of Greece, where many learned Philosophers arose, 
some of whom invented sundry Propositions, or Elements 
of Geometry, and reduc'd them to the use of the me- 
chanical Arts.* Nor need we doubt that Masonry 
kept pace with Geometry; or rather, always follow- 
ed it in proportioned gradual Improvements, 
A. M. 

3700. ^^til the wonderful Euclid of Tyre flourished 

304. at Alexandria ; who gathering up the scattered 

Elements of Geometry, digested them into a 

Method that was never yet mended, (and for which his 

Name will be ever celebrated) under the Patronage of 

Ptolomeus, the son of Lagus King of Egypt, one of the 

immediate Successors of Alexander the Great. 

And 



* Or borrowed from other Nations their pretended Inventions, as 
Anaxagoras, Oenopides, Briso, Antipho, Democritns, Hippocrates, and 
Theodoras CyrensBns, the Master of the divine Plato, who amplify'd Geo- 
metry, and publish'd the Art Analytic; from whose Academy came 
forth a vast Number, that soon dispers'd their Knowledge to distant 
Parts, as Leodamos, Thesetetos, Archytas, Leon, Eudoxns, Menaichmos, 
and Xenocrates, the Master of Aristotle, from whose Academy also came 
forth Endemns, Theophrastns, Aristaens, Isidoros, Hypsicles, and many 
others. 
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And as the noble Science came to be more methodi- 
cally taught, the Royal Art was the more generally es- 
teem'd and improved among the Grecians, who at length 
arriv'd to the same Skill and Magnificence in it with their 
Teachers, the Asiatics and Egyptians. 

The next King of Egypt, Ptolomeus Philadelphus, that 
great Improver of the liberal Arts, and of all useful 
Knowledge, who gather'd the greatest Library upon 
Earth, and had the Old Testament (at least the Penta- 
teuch) first translated into Greek, became an A. M. 
excellent Architect, and General Master-Ma- 3748. 
son, having, among his other great buildings, 256. 
erected the famous Tower of Pharos,* the fifth Ante Oh. 

of the Seven Wonders of the World. 

We 



* On an Island near Alexandria, at one of the Mouths of the Nile, of 
wonderfol Height and most canning Workmanship, and all of the finest 
Marble ; and it cost 800 Talente, or about 480,000 Orowns. The Mas- 
ter of Work, under the King, was Sistratus, a most ingenious Mason ; 
and it was afterwards much admir'd by Julius Osesar, who was a good 
Judge of most Things, though chiefly conversant in War and Politicks. 
It was intended as a Light-House for the Harbour of Alexandria, from 
which the Light-Houses in the Mediterranean were often call'd Pharos. 
Though some, instead of this, mention, as the Fifth Wonder, the great 
Obelisk of Semiramis, 150 Foot high, and 24 Foot square at Bottom, or 
90 Foot in Oircuit at the Ground, all one intire Stone, rising pyramidi- 
cally, brought from Armenia to Babylon about the time of the Si^ of 
Troy, if we may believe the History of Semiramis. 
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We may readily believe that the African Nations, evec 
to the Atlantick Shore, did soon imitate Egypt in such 
Improvements, though History fails, and there are do 
Travellers encourag'd to discover the valuable Kemains 
in Masonry of those once renowned Nations. 

Nor should we forget the learned Island of Sicily, 

where the prodigious Geometrician Archimedes did 

j^ ^ flourish,* and was unhappily slain when Sy- 

3792. racuse was taken by Marcellus, the Koman 

^12. General : For from Sicily, as well as from 
Ante Oh. Q^eece, Egypt, and Asia, the ancient Romans 
learnt both the Science and the Art, what they knew 
before being either mean or irregular ; but as they sub- 
du'd the Nations, they made mighty Discoveries in both ; 
and, like wise Men, led captive, not the Body of the 
People, but the Arts and Sciences, with the most 
eminent Professors and Practitioners, to Rome ; which 
thus became the Center of Learning, as well as of 
A. M. imperial Power, until they advanc'd to their 
^ 4004. Zenith of Glory, under Augustus Caesar, (in 
whose Reign was born God's Messiah, the great Architect 

of 



♦ WWle Eratosthenes and Oonon flourish'd in Greece, who were suc- 
ceeded by the excellent Apollonins of Perga, and many more before the 
Birth of Christ, who, though not working Masons, yet were good Sur- 
veyors ; or, at least, cultivated G^metry, which is the solid Basis of true 
Masonry, and its Rule. 



J 



(25) 



of the Church) who having laid the World quiet, by 
proclaiming universal Peace, highly encourag'd those 
dexterous Artists that had been bred in the Roman 
liberty, and their learned Scholars and Pupils ; but 
particularly the great Vitruvius, thi Father of all true 
Architects to this Day. 

Therefore it is rationally believ'd, that the glorious 
Augustus became the Grand-Master of the Lodge at 
Home, having, besides his patronizing Vitruvius, much 
promoted the Welfare of the Fellow-Craftsmen, as ap* 
pears by the many magnificent Buildings of his Reign, 
the Remains of which are the Pattern and Standard of 
true Masonry in all future Times, as they are indeed an 
Epitome of the Asiatic, Egyptian, Grecian, and Sicilian 
Architecture, which we often express by the Name of the 
Augustan Stile, and which we are now only endeavour- 
ing to imitate, and have not yet arriv'd to its Perfection. 

The old Records of Masons afford large Hints of their 
Lodges, from the Beginning of the World, in the polite 
Nations, especially in Times of Peace, and when the 
Civil Powers, abhorring Tjrranny and Slavery, gave due 

Scope to the bright and free Genius of their happy Sub- 
jects ; for then always Masons, above all other Artists, 
were the Favourites of the Eminent, and became neces- 
sary 
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Bary for their grand Undertakings in any sort of Mate- 
rials, not only in Stone, Brick, Timber, Plaister ; but even 
in Cloth or Skins, or whatever was us'd for Tents, and for 
the various sorts of Architecture. 

Nor should it be forgot, that Painters also, and Statu- 
aries,* were always reckon'd good Masons, as much as 
Builders, Stone-Cutters, Bricklayers, Carpenters, Joiners, 
Upholders or Tent-Makers, and a vast many other Crafts- 
men that could be nam'd, who perform according to 
Geometry, and the Rules of Building ; though none 

since 



♦ For it was not without good Eeason the Ancients thought that the 
Bules of the beautiful Proportions in Building were copied, or taken 
from the Proportions of the Body natural : Hence Phidias is reckon'd 
in the Number of ancient Masons, for erecting the Statue of the Goddess 
Nemesis at Bhamnus, 10 Cubits high ; and that of Minerva at Athens, 
26 Cubits high ; and that of Jupiter Olympius, sitting in his Temple in 
Achaia, between the Cities of Elis and Pisa, made of innumerable small 
Pieces of Porphyry, so exceeding grand and proportion'd, that it was 
reckon'd one of the Seven Wonders, as the famous Colossus at Bhodes 
was another, and the greatest Statue that ever was erected made of MetaJ. 
and dedicated to the Sun, 70 Cubits high, like a great Tower at a dis- 
tance, at the Entry of an Harbour, striding wide enough for the largest 
Ships under sail, built in 12 Years by Cares, a famous Mason and Statu- 
ary of Sicyon, and Scholar to the great Lysippus of the same Fraternity. 
This mighty Colossus, after standing 56 Tears, fell by an Earthquake, 
and lay in Buines, the Wonder of the world, till Anno Dom. 600, when 
the Soldan of Egypt carry'd off its Belicks, which loaded 900 CameU. 
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since Hiram Abif has been renown'd for Cunning in all 
Parts of Masonry : And of this enough. 

But among the Heathen, while the noble Science Geo- 
metry* was duly cultivated, both before and after the 
Reign of Augustus, even till the Fifth Century of the 
Christian ^ra, Masonry was had in great Esteem and 
Veneration : And while the Boman Empire continued 
in its Glory, the Royal Art was carefully propagated, 
even to the Ultima Thule, and a Lodge erected in almost 
every Roman Garrison ; whereby they generously com- 
municated their Cunning to the northern and western 
Parts of Europe, which had grown barbarous before the 
Roman Conquest, though we know not certainly how 
long ; because some think there are a few Remains of 
good Masonry before that Period in some Parts of Eu- 
rope, raised by the original Skill that the first Colonies 
brought with them, as the Celtic Edifices, erected by the 
ancient Gauls, and by the ancient Britains too, who 

were 



* By Menelaus, Claudius, Ptolomeus, (who was also the Prince of 
Astronomers) Plutarch, Eutocius (who recites the Inventions of Philo, 
Diocles, Nicomedes, Sphorus, and Heron the learned Mechanick) Ktesi- 
bius also, the Inventer of Pumps (celebrated by Vitruvius, Proclus, 
Pliny, and Athenaeus) and Greminus, also equalled by some to Euclid ; so 
Diophantus, Nicomachns, Serenus, Proclus, Pappus, Theon, &c all Geo' 
metricians, and the illustrious Cultivaters of the mechanical Arts. 

2* 
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were a Colony of the Celtes long before the Romans 
invaded this Island.* 

But when the Goths and Vandals, that had never been 
conquer'd by the Romans, like a general Deluge, over-ran 
the Roman Empire, with warlike Rage and gross Igno- 
rance they utterly destroy'd many of the finest Edifices, 
and defac'd others, very few escaping; as the Asiatic 
and African Nations fell under the same Calamity by the 
Conquests of the Mahometans, whose grand Design is 
only to convert the World by Fire and Sword, instead of 
cultivating the Arts and Sciences. 

Thus, upon the Declension of the Roman 

In. Dom. 

Empire, when the British Garrisons were 

440* 

drain'd, the Angles and other lower Saxons, in- 
vited by the ancient Britons to come over and help them 
against the Scots and Ficts, at length subdu'd the South 

Part 



* The Natives within the Roman Colonies might be first instructed in 
building of Citadels and Bridges, and other Fortifications necessary ; and 
afterwards, when their Settlement produc'd Peace, and Liberty, and 
Plenty, the Aborigines did soon imitate their learned and polite Con- 
querors in Masonry, having then Leisure and a Disposition to raise mag- 
nificent Structures. Nay, even the Ingenious of the neighbouring Na- 
tions not conquer'd, learnt much from the Roman Qurrisons in Times of 
Peace and open Correspondence, when they became emulous of the Bo- 
man Glory, and thankful that their being conquer'd was the means of 
recovering them from ancient Ignorance and Pn^judices, when they b^an 
to delight in the Royal Art 
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Part of this Island, which they calPd England, or Land 
of the Angles ; who being a-kin to the Goths, or rather 
a sort of Vandals, of the same warlike disposition, and as 
ignorant Heathens, encourag'd nothing but War, till they 
became Christians ; and then too late lamented the Igno- 
rance of their Fathers in the great Loss of Roman Ma- 
sonry, but knew not how to repair it. 

Yet, becoming a free People (as the old Saxon Laws 
testify), and having a Disposition for Masonry, they soon 
began* to imitate the Asiatics, Grecians, and Romans, 
in erecting of Lodges, and encouraging of Masons ; being 

taught. 



* No doubt several Saxon and Scotish Kings, with many of the 
Kobility, great Gentry, and eminent Clergy, became the Grand Masters 
of those early Lodges, from a mighty Zeal then prevalent for building 
magnificent Christian Temples ; which would also prompt them to en- 
quire after the Laws, Charges, Regulations, Customs, and Usages, of the 
ancient Lodges, many of which might be preserved by Tradition, and all 
of them very likely in those Parts of the British Islands that were not 
Bubdu'd by the Saxons, firom whence, in time, they might be brought, 
and which the Saxons were more fond of, than careful to revive Geome- 
try and Roman Masonry ; as many in all Ages have been more curious 
and carefol about the Laws, Forms, and Usages of their respectiva 
Societies, than about the Arts and Sciences thereof. 

But neither what was convey'd, nor the Manner how, can be oominoiii- 
cated by writing ; as no Man can indeed understand it without the Key 
of a Fellow Cra^ 
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taught, not only from the faithful Traditions and valuable 
Remains of the Britons, but even by foreign Princes, in 
whose Dominions the Royal Art had been preserv'd 
much from Gothic Ruins, particularly by Charles Mar- 
AiLDom. tell King of France, who, according to the 
741. old Records of Masons, sent over several ex- 
He Dy'd. pert Crafts-men and learned Architects into 
England, at the Desire of the Saxon Kings : So that 
during the Heptarchy, the Gothic Architecture was as 
much encourag'd here, as in other Christian Lands. 

And though the many Invasions of the Danes 
An. Dom. 

occasioned the Loss of many Records, yet in 
832. 

Times of Truce or Peace they did not hinder 
much the good Work, though not perform'd according 
to the Augustan Stile ; nay, the vast Expence laid out 
upon it, with the curious Inventions of the Artists to 
supply the Roman Skill, doing the best they could, de- 
monstrate their Esteem and Love for the Royal Art, and 
have render'd the Gothic Buildings venerable, tho' not 
imitable by those that relish the ancient Architecture. 

And after the Saxons and Danes were con- 
An. Dom. 

quer'd by the Normans, as soon as the Wars 
1066. 

ended and peace was proclaim'd, the Gothic 

Masonry 
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Masonry was encourag'd, even in the Reign of the Con- 
queror,* and of his Son King William Rufus, who built 
Westminster-Hall, the largest one Room perhaps in the 
Earth. 

Nor did the Barons Wars, nor the many bloody Wars 
of the subsequent Norman Kings, and their contending 
Branches, much hinder the most sumptuous and lofty 
Buildings of those Times, rais'd by the great Clergy 
(who enjoying large Revenues, could well bear the Ex- 
pence) and even by the Crown too ; for we read King 
Edward III. had an Officer call'd the King's Free-Mason 

or General-Surveyor of his Buildings, whose 

About 

Name was Henry Yevele, employ'd by that 

An. Dom. 
King to build several Abbies, and St. Stephen's 

Chappel at Westminster, where the House of 

Commons now sit in Parliament. 

But for the further Instruction of Candidates and 

younger Brethren, a certain Record of Free- 
About 

Masons, written in the Reign of King Edward An. Dom. 

1475. 

IV. of the Norman Line, gives the following 

Account, viz. 

That 



♦ William the Conqueror built the Tower of London, and many strong 
Castles in the Coiintry, with several religions Edifices, whose Example 
was follow'd by the Nobility and Clergy, particularly by Roger de Mont- 
gomery, Earl of Arundel, the Archbishop of York, the Bishop of Dor- 
bam, and Gundulph Bishop of Rochester, a mighty Architect. 
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That though the ancient Records of the Brotherhood 
in England were many of them desiroy'd or lost in the 
Wars of the Saxons and Danes, yet King Athelstan, (the 

Grandson of King Alfrede the Great, a mighty 
About 

Arcl^itect) who translated the Holy Bible into 
Ad. Dom. 

the Saxon Tongue, when he had brought the 
Land into Rest and Peace, built many great 
Works, and encourag'd many Masons from France, who 
were appointed Overseers thereof, and brought with 
them the Charges and Regulations of the Lodges pre- 
serv'd since the Roman Times, who also prevailed with 
the King to improve the Constitution of the English 
Lodges according to the foreign Model, and to increase 
the Wages of working Masons. 

That the said King's youngest Son, Prince Edwin, 
being taught Masonry, and taking upon him the Charges 
of a MasterrMason, for the Love he had to the said Craft, 
and the honourable Principles whereon it is grounded, 
purchased a free Charter of King Athelstan his Father, 
for the Masons having a Correction among themselves, 
(as it was anciently express'd) or a Freedom and Power 
to regulate themselves, to amend what might happen 
amiss, and to hold a yearly Communication and General 
Assembly. 

That accordingly Prince Edwin summon 'd all the 
Masons in the Realm to meet him in a Congregation at 

York 
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York, who came and composed a General Lodge, of which 
he was Grand Master; and having brought with them 
all the Writings and Records extant, some in Greek, 
some in Latin, some in French, and other Languages, 
from the Contents thereof that Assembly did frame the 
Constitution and Charges of an English Lodge, made a 
Law to preserve and observe the same in all Time coming, 
and ordain'd good Pay for working Masons, &c. 

That in process of time, when Lodges were more fre- 
quent, the Right Worshipful the Master and Fellows, 
with consent of the Lords of the Realm, (for most great 
Hen were then Masons) ordain'd, that for the Future, at 
ihe Making or Admission of a Brother, the Constitution 
should be read, and the Charges hereunto annexM, by 
the Master or Warden ; and that such as were to be ad- 
mitted Master-Masons, or Masters of Work, should be 
examin'd whether they be able of Cunning to serve their 
respective Lords, as well the Lowest as the Highest, to 
the Honour and Worship of the aforesaid Art, and to the 
Profit of their Lords ; for they be their Lords that em- 
ploy and pay them for their Service and Travel. 

And besides many other Things, the said Record adds, 
That those Charges and Laws of Free-Masons have been 
seen and perused by our late Sovereign King Henry VL 

and 
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and by the Lords of his honourable Council, who have 
allow'd them, and said that they be right good and rea- 
sonable to be holden, as they have been drawn out and 
collected from the Records of ancient Times.* 

Now though in the third Year of the said King 
Henry VI. while an Infant of about four Years old, the 
Parliament made an Act, that affected only ihe working 
Masons, who had, contrary to the Statutes for Labourers, 

confederated 



♦ In another Manuscript more ancient, we read : — " That when the 
'< Master and Wardens meet in a Lodge, if need be, the Sheriff of the 
" County, or the Mayor of the City, or Alderman of the Town, in which 
^ the Congregation is held, should be made Fellow and Sociate to the 
*^ Master, in help of him against Bebels, and for upbearing the Bights of 
"the Realm. 

" That Eoter'd Prentices, at their making, were charg'd not to be 
" Thieves, or Thieves-Maintainers ; that they should travel honestly for 
" their Pay, and love their Fellows as themselves, and be true to the 
" King of England, and to the Bealm, and to the Lodge. 

" That at such Congregations it shall be enquir'd, whether any Mas- 
« ter or Fellow has broke any of the Articles agreed to. And if the 
" Offender, being duly cited to appear, prove Rebel, and will not attend, 
" then the Lodge shall determine against him that he shall forswear (or re- 
" nounce) his Masonry, and shall no more use this Craft ; the which if 
" he presume for to do, the Sheriff of the County shall prison him, and 
" take all his Goods into tiie King's Hands, till his Grace be granted him 
" and issued : For this Cause principally have these Congregations been 
** ordain'd, that as well the lowest as the highest should be well and truly 
** served in this Art foresaid throughout all the Kingdom of England. 

« Amen, so mote it be." 
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confederated not to work but at their own Price and 
Wages ; and because such Agreements were suppos'd to 
be made at the General Lodges, called, in the Act, Chap- 
ters and Congregations of Masons, it was then thought 
expedient to level the said Act against the said Congre- 
gations 2* Yet when the said King Henry VI. arriv'd 
to Man's Estate, the Masons laid before him and his 
Lords the above-mention'd Records and Charges, who, 
'tis plain, review'd them, and solemnly approv'd of 
them as good and reasonable to be holden : Nay, the 
said King and his Lords must have been incorporated 

with 



* Tertio Henrici Sexti, Cap. I. An. Dom. 1425. 

Title. Masons shall not confederate themselves in Chapters and Con- 
gregations. 

" Whereas by yearly Congregations and Confederacies, made by the 
^ Masons in their (General Assemblies, the good Coarse and Effect of the 
" Statutes for Labourers be openly violated and broken, in Subversion 
** of the Law, and to the great Damage of all the Commons, our said 
** Sovereign Lord the King, willing in this Case to provide a Remedy, by 
" the Advice and Assent aforesaid, and at the special Bequest of the 
** Commons, hath ordained and established, that such Chapters and Con- 
'' gregations shall not be hereafter holden ; and if any such be made, 
** they that cause such Chapters and Congr^ations to be assembled and 
" holden, if they thereof be convict, shall be judged for Felons, and that 
''the other Masons that come to such Chapters and Congregations be 
" punish'd by Imprisonment of their Bodies, and make Fine and Bansome 
•* at the King's Will. Co. Inst. 3. p. 99. 



(36) 

with the Freemasons, before they could make such 
Review of the Records ; and in this Reign, before King 
Henry's Troubles, Masons were much encourag'd. Nor 
is there any Instance of executing that Act in that, or 
n any other Reign since, and the Masons never neglected 
cheir Lodges for it, nor ever thought it worth while to 
employ theirnoble and eminent Brethren to have it re- 
pealed ; because the working Masons, that are free of 
the Lodge, scorn to be guilty of such Combinations ; and 
the other free Masons have no Concern in Trespasses 
against the Statutes for Labourers.* 

The 



♦ That Act was made in ignorant Times, when true Learning was a 
Crime, and (Geometry condemn'd for Conjuration ; but it cannot derogate 
from the Honour of the ancient Fraternity, who to be sure would never 
encourage any such Confederacy of the working Brethren. But by 
Tradition it is believ'd, that the Parliament-Men were then too much in- 
fluenc'd by the illiterate Clergy, who were not accepted Masons, nor 
understood Architecture (as the Clergy of some former Ages) and gene- 
rally thought unworthy of this Brotherhood ; yet thinking they had an 
indefeasible Right to know all Secrets, by vertue of auricular Confession, 
and the Masons never confessing any thing thereof, the said Clergy were 
highly offended, and at first suspecting them of Wickedness, represented 
them as dangerous to the State during that Minority, and soon influenced 
the Parliament-Men to lay hold of such supposed Agreements of the 
working Masons, for making an Act that might seem to reflect Dishonour 
upon even the whole worshipful Fraternity, in whose Favour scvent] 
Acts had been both before and after that Period made. 



(37) 

The Kings of Scotland very much encourag'd the 
Royal Art, from the earliest Times down to the Union 
o{ the Crowns, as appears by the Remains of glorious 
Buildings in that ancient Kingdom, and by thp Lodges 
there kept up without Interruption many hundred Years 
the Records and Traditions of which testify the great 
Respect of those Kings to this honourable Fraternity 
who gave always pregnant Evidence of their Love and 
Loyalty, from whence sprung the old Toast among 
Scots Masons, viz. God bless the King and the Craft ! 

Nor was the royal Example neglected by the Nobility, 
Gentry, and Clergy of Scotland, who join'd in every 
thing for the good of the Craft and Brotherhood, the 
Kings being often the Grand Masters, until, among other 
things, the Masons of Scotland were impower'd to have 
a certain and fix'd Grand Master and Grand Warden, 
who had a Salary from the Crown, and also an acknow- 
ledgment from every New Brother in the Kingdom at 
Entrance, whose Business was not only to regulate what 
might happen amiss in the Brotherhood, but also to hear 
and finally determine all Controversies between Mason 
and Lord, to punish the Mason, if he deserv'd it, and to 
oblige both to equitable Terms : At which Hearings^ 
if the Grand Master was absent (who was always nobly 
born) the Grand Warden presided. This Privilege re- 
mained 
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1640. main'd till the Civil Wars, but is now obsolete ; 
nor can it well be reviv'd until the King becomes 
1707. a Mason, because it was not actually exerted at the 
Union of the Kingdoms. 

Yet the great Care that the Scots took of true Ma- 
sonry, prov'd afterwards very useful to England ; for the 
learned and magnanimous Queen Elizabeth, who en- 
courag'd other Arts, discourag'd this ; because, being a 
Woman, she could not be made a Mason, tho', as other 
great Women, she might have much employ'd Masons, 
like Semiramis and Artemisia.* 

But upon her Demise, King James VL of Scotland, 
succeeding to the Crown of England, being a Mason 
King, reviv'd the English Lodges: and as he was the 
First King of Great-Britain, he was also the First 
Prince in the World that recover'd the Roman Archi- 
tecture from the Ruins of Gothick Ignorance : For after 

many 



* Elizabeth beiDg jealoas of any Assemblies of her Subjects, whose 
Business she was not duly appriz'd of, attempted to break up the annual 
Communication of Masons, as dangerous to her Government : But, as 
old Masons have transmitted it by Tradition, when the noble Persons her 
Majesty had commissioned, and brought a sufiBcient Posse with them at 
York on St. John's Day, were once admitted into the Lodge, they made 
no use of Arms, and return'd the Queen a most honourable Account of 
the ancient Fraternity, whereby her political Fears and Doubts were 
dispell'd, and she let them alone, as a People much respected by the No- 
ble and the Wise of all the polite Nations, but neglected the Art all her 
Reign. 
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many dark or illiterate Ages, as soon as all Parts of 
Learning reviv'd, and Geometry recover'd its Ground, 
the polite Nations began to discover the Confusion and 
Impropriety of the Gothick Buildings; and in the 
Fifteenth and Sixte^jnth Centuries the Augustan Stile 
was rais'd from its Rubbish in Italy, by Bramante,.Bar 
baro, Sansovino, Sangallo, Michael Angelo, Raphael 
Urbin, Julio Romano, Serglio, Labaco, Scamozi, Vignola, 
and many other bright Architects ; but above all, by the 
Great Palladio, who has not yet been duly imitated in 
Italy, though justly rival'd in England by our Great 
Master-Mason Inigo Jones. 

But though all true Masons honour the Memories of 
those Italian Architects, it must be own'd, that the 
Augustan Stile was not reviv'd by any crown'd Head, 
before King James the Sixth of Scotland, and First of 
England, patroniz'd the said glorious Inigo Jones, whom 
he employ'd to build his Royal Palace of White-Hall ; 
and in his Reign over all Great-Britain, the Banqueting 
House, as the first piece of it, was only rais'd, which is 
the finest one Room upon Earth ; and the ingenious Mr. 
Nicholas Stone perform'd as Master-Mason under the 
Architect Jones. 

Upon 
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Paul's Cathedral in London, (the old Gothick Fabrick 
being burnt down) much after the Style of St. Peter's at 
Rome, conducted by the ingenious Architect, Sir Chris- 
topher Wren. That King founded also his royal Palace 
at Greenwich, according to Mr. Inigo Jones's Design 
(which he drew before he dy'd) conducted by his Sou- 
in-Law Mr. Web : It is now turn'd into an Hospital for 
Seamen. He founded also Chelsea-College, an Hospital 
for Soldiers^ and at Edinburgh he both founded and 
finish'd his royal Palace of Haly-Rood-House, by the 
Desim and Conduct of Sir William Bruce Bart, the 
Master of the Royal Works in Scotland :• So that be- 
sides the Tradition of old Masons now alive, which may 
be rely'd on, we have much Reason to believe that 
King Charles H. was an Accepted Free-Mason, as 
every one allows he was a great Encourager of the 
Craftsmen. 

.But in the Reign of his Brother King James II. though 
some Roman Buildings were carried on, the Lodges of 
Free-Masons in London much dwindled into Igno- 
rance, by not being duly frequented and cultivated. 

But 



* It was an ancient Royal-Palace, and rebuilt after the Augustan Style, 
BO neat, that, by competent Judges, it has been esteemed the finest House 
belonging to the Crown : And though it is not very large, it is both 
magnificent and convenient, both Inside and Outside, with good Gardens, 
and a very large Park ; and all other adjacent Accommodations. 
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But after the Revolution, Anno 1688, King William, 
though a warlike Prince, having a good Taste of Archi- 
tecture, carried on the aforesaid two famous Hospitals of 
Greenwich and Chelsea, built the fine part of his royal 

Palace 



* But by the royal Example of his Brother King Charles II. the City 
of London erected the famoos Monument, where the Great Fire began^ 
all of solid Stone, 202 Foot high from the Ground, a Pillar of the Dorick 
Order, 15 Foot Diameter, with a curious Stair-Case in the Middle of black 
Marble, and an iron Balcony on the Top (not unlike those' of Trajan and 
Antoninus at Borne) from whence the City and Suburbs may be yiew'd ; 
and it is the highest Column we know upon Earth. Its Pedestal is 21 
Foot square, and 40 Foot high, the Front of which is adom'd with most 
ingenious Emblems in Basso Believo, wrought by that fiimous Sculptor, 
Mr. Gabriel Cibber, with large Latin Inscriptions on the Sides of it • 
founded Anno 1671, and finished Anno 1677. 

In his Time also the Society of Merchant Adventurers rebuilt the 
Boyal Exchange of London (the old one being destroyed by the Fire) all 
of Stone, after the Roman Style, the finest Structure of that use in 
Europe, with the King's Statue to the Life, of white Marble, in the 
Middle of the Square (wrought by the famous Master-Ciurver and Statu- 
ary, Mr. Grinlin Gibbons, ^ho was justly admir'd all over Europe, for 
his rivalling, if not surpassing, the most fam'd Italian Masters) on the 
Pedestal of which is the following Inscription, viz. 

Carolo II. CsBsari Britannico To Charlee II. Emperor of BritiUii 

PatrisB Patri Father of his Country 

Begum Optimo Clementissimo Augas- Beet most merciful and August of 

tissimo Kings 

Generis Humani Delicts Delight of Mankind 

Utriusque Portunse Victor! In Adversity and Prosperity unmov'd 

Pacis Europe Arbitro Umpire of Europe's Peace 

Marium Domino ac Vindici Commander and Sovereign of the Seas 

Societas Mercatorum Adventur. The Society of Merchant Adventaren 

AnglisB of England 

QuiB per CCCC jam prope annos Which for near CCCC Years 

Regia Benignitate floret By Boyal Favour Flourisheth 

Fidel Intemeratffi et Gratitudinis Of unshaken Loyalty and eternal 

iEtemse Gratitude 

Hoc Testimonium This Testimony 

Venerabunda Posuit Has in Veneration erected 

Anno Salutis Humans MDCLXXXIV. In the Year of Salvation 

MDCLXXXIV. Kor 
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Palace of Hampton Court, and founded and finish'd his 
incomparable Palace at Loo in Holland, &c. And the 
bright Example of that glorious Prince, (who by most is 
reckon'd a Free-Mason) did influence the Nobility, the 
Gentry, the Wealthy and the Learned of Great-Britain, 
to affect much the Augustan Style ; as appears by a vast 
Number of most curious Edifices erected since thipugh- 
out the Kingdom : For when in the Ninth Year of the 
Reign of our late Sovereign Queen Anne, her Majesty and 
the Parliament concurr'd in an Act for erecting 60 new 
Parish-Churches in London, Westminster, and Suburbs ; 

and 



Nor should we forget the famous Theatre of Oxford, built by Arch- 
bishop Sheldon, at his sole Cost, in that King's Time, which, among his 
other fine Works, was design'd and conducted also by Sir Christopher 
Wren the King's Architect ; for it is justly admir'd by the Curious : 
And the Musaeum adjoining to it, a fine Building rais'd at the Charge of 
that illustrious University, where there have been since erected several 
more Roman Buildings, as Trinity-College Chappel, Allhallows Churii 
in High-street, Peckwater-Square in Christ-Church College, the new 
Printing-House, and the whole of Queen's-CoUege rebuilt, &c. by the 
liberal Donations of some eminent Benefactors, and by the publick Spirit, 
Vigilancy, and Fidelity of the Heads of Colleges, who generally have 
had a true Taste of Roman Architecture. 

The learned University of Cambridge not having had the Management 
of such liberal Donations, have not so many fine Structures ; but they 
have two of the most curious and excellent in Great-Britain of their kind, 
the one of Gothick Building, King's College Chappel (unless you except 
King's Henry VII.'s Chappel in Westminster- Abbey) ; and the other a 
Roman Building, Trinity-College Library. 

3 
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and the Queen had granted a Commission to several of 
the Ministers of State, the principal Nobility, great 
Gentry, and eminent Citizens, the two Archbishops, 
with several other Bishops and dignify'd Clergymen, to 
put the Act in execution; they order'd the said New 
Churches to be rais'd according to the ancient Roman 
Style, as appears by those that are already rais'd ; and 
the present honourable Commissioners having the same 
good Judgment of Architecture, are carrying on the 
same laudable grand Design, and are reviving the ancient 
Style, by the Order, Countenance, and Encouragement 
of his present Majesty King George, who was also gra- 
ciously pleas'd to lay the first Stone in the Foundation 
of his Parish Church of St. Martin's in Campis, on the 
South-East Corner (by his Majesty's Proxy for the time, 
the present Bishop of Salisbury) which is now rebuild- 
ing, strong, large, and beautiful, at the Cost of the 
Parishioners.* 

In short, it would require many large Volumes to 
contain the many splendid Instances of the -mighty In- 
fluence of Masonry from the Creation, in every Age, iand 

in 



* The Bishop of Salisbury went in an orderly Procession, duly attended, 
and having levell'd the first Stone, gavt it two or three Knocks with a 
Mallet, upon which the Trumpets sounded, and a vast Multitude made 
loud Acclamations of Joy ; when his Lordship laid upon the Stone a 
Purse of 100 Guineas, as a Present from his Majesty for the use of the 

Craftsmen. 
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in every Nation, as could be collected from Historians 
and Travellers: But especially in those Parts of the 
World where the Europeans correspond and trade, such 
Remains of ancient, large, curious, and magnificent Colo- 
nading, have been discovered by the Inquisitive, that they 
can't enough lament the general Devastations of the 
Goths and Mahometans ; and must conclude, that no Art 



was 



Craftsmen. . The. following Inscription was cat in the Foundation Stone, 
and a sheet of Lead put upon it, viz. 



D.S. 

Serenissimus Bex GeorgloB 

Per deputatum suum 

Beverendum admodum in Christo 

Patrem 

Bichardom Episcopum Sariseariensem 

Summum suum EleemosTnarium 

Adsistente (Begis Jussu) 

Domino Tho. Hewet Equ. Aur. 

.^Bdificiorum Begiorum Curatore 

Principal! 

Frimum htgns Ecclesiie Lapidem 

Posuit 

Horty 190 Anno Dom. 1721. 

Annoque Begni Bui octavo. 



Sacred to God 

His most Excellent Mi^eety King 

George 

By hia Proxy 

The Bight Beverend Father in Christ 

Bichard Lord Bishop of Salisbury 

His Majesty's Chief Almoner 
Assisted (At his Majesty's Command) 

By Sir Thomas Hewet Knight 

Of His Miyesty's Boyal Buildings 

Principal Surveyor 

The First Stone of this Church 

Laid 

This 19th of March Anno Domini 172] 

And the Eighth Tear of his Beign. 
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was' ever so much encourag'd as this ; as indeed none 
other is so extensively useful to Mankind.* 

Nay, if it were expedient, it could be made appear, 
that from this ancient Fraternity, the Societies or Orders 
of the Warlike Knights, and of the Beligious too, in pro- 
cess of time, did borrow many solemn Usages ; for none 
of them were better instituted, more decently installed, 
or did more sacredly observe their Laws and Charges 
than the Accepted Masons have done, who in all Ages, 
and in every Nation, have maintain'd and propagated 

their 



♦ It were endless to recount and describe the many carious Bomwi 
Buildings in Great-Britain alone, erected since the RevivsJ of Boma« 
Masonry ; of which a few may be here mentioned, besides those already 
spoken of, viz. 

The Queen's House at Greenwich, Belonging to the Growcib 

The great Gallery in Sonaerset-Gardens, — The Crown. 

Gunnersbury-House near Brentford, ) { Possess'd by the Duke 

Middlesex, f J ^^ Queensbury. 

lindsay-House, in lincoln's-Inn-Fields, — Duke of Ancaster. 

York-Stairs at the Thames in York- 
Buildings. 

St. Paul's-Church in Oovent-Garden, 
with its glorious Portico. 

The Building and Piazza of Oovent-Garden, Duke of Bedford. 

Wilton-Castle in Wiltshire, Earl of Pembroke. 

Castle-Afihbjr in Northamptonshire, — — - Earl of Straflford. 

Stoke-Park in Ditto, Ajundel Esq ; 

Wing-House in Bedfordshire, Hon.Wm. Stanhope Esq; 

Ohievening-House in Kent, Earl Sta^ope. 

Ajnbrose-Bury in Wiltshire, Lord Carleton. 

All design'd by the incomparable Inigo Jones, and most of them 
•» iducted by him, or by his Son-in-Law Mr. Web, according to Mr. 
Jones's Designes. 

Besides many more conducted by other Architects, influenc'd by the 
Bame happy Genius ; such as, 

Bow-Church Steeple in Cheapside, Built by Sir Chri. Wren. 

Hotham-House in Beverley, Yorkshire, — ] ^^5^^^***^^®^ Hotham 

Melvin- 
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their Concernments in a way pecuuar to themselves, 
which the most Cunning and the most Learned cannot 
penetrate into, though it has been often attempted; 
while They know and love one other, even without the 
Help of Speech, or when of different Languages. 

And now the Freeborn British Nations, disintangled 
from foreign and civil Wars, and enjoying the good 
Fruits of Peace and Liberty, having of late much in- 
dulg'd their happy Genius for Masonry of every sort, 
and reviv'd the drooping Lodges of London, this fair 
Metropolis flourisheth, as well as other Parts, with 
several worthy particular Lodges, that have a quarterly 
Communication, and an annual grand Assembly, where- 
in the Forms ^nd Usages of the most ancient and v;or- 

shij A\\ 



Melvin-House in Fife, Earl of Levin. 

Longleate-House in Wiltshire, Viscount Weymouth. 

Chesterlee-street-House in Durham County, John Hedworth Esq ; 

Monta&rue-House in Bloomsbury, London, Duke of Montague. 

Drumlanrig-Oastle in Nithisdaleshire, — Duke of Queensbury. 

Castle-Howard in Yorkshire, — ■. — Earl of Carlisle. 

Stainborough-House in ditto, Earl of StraflTord. 

Hopton-Castle in Linlithgowshire, Earl of Hopton. 

Blenheim-Castl e at Wo odst ock, Ox ford- j pafee of Marlborough. 

Chatsworth-Castle in Derbyshire, Diike of Devonshire. 

Palace of Hammilton in Clydsdalesliire, Duke of Hammilton. 

Wanstead-House in Epping-Forest, Essex, Lord Castlemain. 

Duncomb-Park in Yorkshire, Thomas Duncomb Esq ; 

Mereworth-Castle in Kent, Hon. John Fane Esq ; 

Sterling-House near Sterling-Castle, Duke of Argyle. 

Kinross-House in Kinrossshire, Sir William Bruce Bart 

Stourton-Castle in Wiltshire, Henry Hoar Esq ; 

WiUbury-House in ditto, William Benson Esq ; 

Bute-Castle in Isle of Bate, Earl of Bute. 

Walpol6 



(+8) 



ahipful Fraternity are wisely propagated, and the Royal 
Art duly cultivated, and the Cement of the Brotherhood 
preserv'd; so that the whole Body resembles a well 
built Arch ; several Noblemen and Gentlemen of the 
best Rank, with Clergymen and learned Scholars of 
most Professions and Denominations, having frankly 
join'd and submitted to take the Charges, and to wear 
the Badges of a Free and Accepted Mason, under our 
present worthy Grand Master, the most noble Prince 
John Duke of Montague, 

The 



Walpole-House near Lin Regis, Norfolk, Hon. Rob. Walpole Esq ; 

^"'jSrstminfter'T^i!!^ ^ Earl of Bnrlir^. 

Dormitory of King's-School, West- J rjr^^ Crown 

minster, r t /i "r 

Tottenham-Park in Wiltshire, ) i^ora iJruce. 

These three last are design'd and conducted by the Earl of Burlington, 
who bids fair to be the 'best Architect of Britain, (if he is not so al- 
ready) and we hear his Lordship intends to publish the valuable Remains 
of Mr. Inigo Jones, for the Improvement of other Architects. 

Besides more of the same Roman Style, and yet many more in Imi- 
tation of it, which though they cannot be reduc'd to any certain Style, 
are stately, beautiful, and convenient Structures, notwithstanding the 
Mistakes of their several Architects : And besides the sumptuous and 
venerable Gothick Buildings, past reckoning, as Cathedrals, Parish- 
Churches, Chappels, Bridges, old Palaces of the Kings, of the Nobility, 
of the Bishops, and the Grentry, known well to Travellers, and to such as 
peruse the Histories of Counties, and the ancient Monuments of great 
Families, &c. as many Erections of ine Roman Style may be review'd in 
Mr. Campbell the Architect's ingenious Book, call'd Vitruvius Britanni- 
cus : And if the Disposition for true ancient Masonry prevails, for some 
time, with Noblemen, Gentlemen, and learned Men, (as it is likely it 
will) this Island will become the Mistress of the Earth, for Designing, 
Drawing, and Conducting, and capable to instruct all other Nations in 
all things relating to the Royal Art. 
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CHARGES 

OP A 

FRE EM A SON, 

EXTRACTED FROU 

The ancient ^ec©r^0 of Lodges beyond 
Sea, and of those in England, .Scotland, and 
Ieeland, for the Use of the Lodges in Lon- 
don : 

to bb bead 

A.t the making of New Brbthben, or when the 

MASTER shaU order it. 




The &mttal ^ZHH, viz. : 

F God and BeligioD. 
K. Of die Civil Hagistrale Bapreme and eabotv 

dioate. 
m. Of Lodges. 
IT, Of Maaters, "Wardens, Fellows, and Appren- 

y. Of the Managemeat of the Cnft in vrarkiDg. 
VI, Of BehaviooT, viz. 

1. In the Lodge while coaslJtnled. 

2. After ttie Lodge ia over and the Brethren not gone. 

3. When Brethren meet without Stmogerg, bnt not in a Lodges 

4. Id Presence of Straogere not Mobodb. 
6. At Home and ia the Neighbonrhood. 

6. Towards a straage Brotlier. I. Con- 
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I. Concerning God and Religion. 

A Mason is obliged, by his Tenure, to obey the moral Law ; and if he 
rightly understands the Art, he will never be a stupid Atheist, nor an irr&> 
ligioos Libertine. But though in ancient Times Masons were charged in 
every Country to be of the Religion of that Country or Nation, whatever 
it was, yet 'tis now thought more expedient only to oblige them to that 
Religion in which all Men agree, leaving their particular Opinions to 
themselves ; that is, to be good Men and true, or Men of Honour and 
Honesty, by whatever Denominations or Persuasions they may be distin- 
guished ; whereby Masonry becomes the Center of Union, and the Means 
of conciliating true Friendship among Persons that must have remained 
at a perpetual Distance. 



IL Of the Civii Magvstrate supreme and svbordin^Oe. 

A Mason is a peaceable Subject to the Civil Powers, wherever he re- 
sides or works, and is never to be concerned in Plots and Conspiracies 
against the Peace and Welfare of the Nation, nor to behave himself un- 
iutifully to inferior Magistrates ; for as Masonry hath been always injured 
by War, Bloodshed, and Confusion, so ancient Kings and Princes have 
been much ilispos'd to encourage the Craftsmen, because of their Peaceable* 
ness and Loyalty, whereby they practically answer'd the Cavils of their 
Adversaries, and promoted the Honour of the Fraternity, who ever 
flourish'd in Times of Peace. So that if a Brother should be a Rebel 
against the State, he is not to be countenanc'd in his Rebellion, however 
he may be pitied as an unhappy Man ; and, if convicted of no other 
Crime, though the loyal Brotherhood must .and ought to disown his Re- 
beUion, and give no Umbrage or Ground of political Jealousy to the 
Gk)vernment for the time being ; they cannot expel him from the Lodge^ 
and his Relation to it remains indefeasible. 

m. Of 
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III. Of Lodges. 

A Lodge is a Place where Masons assemble and work : Hence that As> 
fiembly, or duly organiz'd Society of Masons, is call'd a Lodge, and every 
Brother ought to belong to one, and to be subject to its By-Laws and the 
General Regulations. It is either particular or general, and will be best 
understood by attending it, and by the Regulations of the General or 
Grand Lodge hereunto annex'd. In ancient Times, no Master or Fellow 
could be absent from it, especially when warn'd to appear at it, without 
incurring a severe Censure, until it appear'd to the Master and Wardens, 
that pure Necessity hinder'd him. 

The Persons admitted Members of a Lodge must be good and true 
Men, free-born, and of mature and discreet Age, no Bondmen, no Women, 
DO immoral or scandalous Men, but of good Report. 



IV. Of Mastersy Wardens^ Fellows, and Apprentices. 

All Preferment among Masons is grounded upon real Worth and per- 
sonal Merit only ; that so the Lords may be well served, the Brethren 
not put to Shame, nor the Royal Craft despis'd : Therefore no Master or 
Warden is chosen by Seniority, but for his Merit. It is impossible to de. 
scribe these things in writing, and every Brother must attend in his 
Place, and learn them in a way peculiar to this Fraternity : Only Candi- 
dates may know, that no Master should take an Apprentice, unless he 
has sujfficient Imployment for him, and unless he be a perfect Youth, 
having no Maim or Defect in his Body, that may render him uncapable 
of learning the Art of serving his Master's Loi*d, and of being made a 
Brother, and then a Fellow-Craft in due Time, even after he has served 
such a Term of Years as the Custom of the Country directs ; and that 
he should be descended of honest Parents ; that so, when otherwise quali- 
fy'd, he may arrive to the Honour of being the Warden, and then the 
Master of the Lodge, the Grand Warden, and at length the Grand-Mas- 
ter of all the Lodges, according to his Merit. 

3* No 
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No Brother can be a Warden until he has pass'd the part of a Fellow- 
Craft ; nor a Master until he has acted as a Warden, nor Grand- Warden 
until he has been Master of a Lodge, nor Grand Master unless he has 
been a Fellow-Craft before his Election, who is also to be nobly oom, or 
a Gentleman of the best Fashion, or some eminent Scholar, or some curi- 
ous Architect, or other Artist, descended of honest Parents, and who is 
of singular great Merit in the Opinion of the Lodges. And for the bet- 
ter, and easier, and more honourable Discharge of his Office, the Grand- 
Master has a Power to chuse his own Deputy Grand-Master, who must 
be then, or must have been formerly, the Master of a particular Lodge, 
and has the Privilege of acting whatever the Grand-Master, his Princi- 
pal, should act, unless the said Principal be present, or interpose his Au- 
thority by a Letter. 

These Kulers and Governors, supreme and subordinate, of the ancient 
Lodge, are to be obey'd in their respective Stations by all the Brethren, 
according to the old Charges and Regulations, with all Humility, Rever- 
ence, Love, and Alacrity. 

• 

V. Of the management of the Craft in Working. 

All Masons shall work honestly on working Days, that they may live 
creditably on holy Days ; and the time appointed by the Law of the 
Land, or confirm'd by Custom, shall be observ'd. 

The most expert of the Fellow- Craftsmen shall be chosen or appointed 
+he Master, or Overseer of the Lord's Work ; who is to be call'd Master 
by those that work under him. The Craftsmen are to avoid all ill Lan- 
guage, and to call each other by no disobliging Name, but Brother or 
Fellow ; and to behave themselves courteously within and without the 
Lodge. 

The Master, knowing himself to be able of Cunning, shall undertake 
the Lord's Work as reasonably as possible, and truly dispend his Goods 
as if they were his own ; nor to give more Wages to any Brother or Ap- 
prentice than he really may deserve. 

Both the Master and the Masons receiving their Wages justly, shall 
be faithful to the Lord, and honestly finish their Work, whether Task or 
Journey ; nor put the Work to Task that hath been accustomed to Journey. 

None 
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None shall discover Envy at the Prosperity of a Brother, nor supplant 
him, or put him out of his Work, if he be capable to finish the same ; for 
no Man can finish another's Work so much to the Lord's Profit, unless 
he be thoroughly acquainted with the Designs and Draughts of him that 
b^an it 

When a Fellow-Craftsman is chosen Warden of the Work under the 
Master, he shall be true both to Master and Fellows, shall carefully 
oversee the Work in the Master's Absence to the Lord's Profit ; and his 
Brethren shall obey him. 

All Ma- ens employed, shall meekly receive their Wages without Mur- 
muring or Mutiny, and not desert the Master till the Work is finish'd. 

A younger Brother shall be instructed in working,. to prevent spoiling 
the Materials for want of Judgment, and for encreasing and continuing 
of brotherly love. 

All the Tools used in working shall be approved by the Grand Lodge. 

No Labourer shall be employ'd in the proper Work of Masonry ; nor 
shall Free Masons work with those that are not free, without an urgent 
Necessity ; nor shall they teach Labourers and unaccepted Masons, as 
ihey should teach a Brother or Fellow. 



VI. Of Behaviour, 

1. IN THE LODGE WHILE CONSTITUTED. 

Ton are not to hold private Committees, or separate Conversation, 
without Leave fipom the Master, nor to talk of any thing impertinent or 
unseemly, nor interrupt the Master or Wardens, or any Brother speaking 
to the Master : Nor behave yourself ludicrously or jestingly while the 
Lodge is engaged in what is serious and solemn ; nor nse any unbecom- 
ing Language upon any Pretence whatsoever ; but to pay due Heverenoe 
to your Master, Wardens, and Fellows, and put them to worship 

If any 
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If any Complaint be brought, the Brother foond gailtj shall stand to 
the Award and Determination of the Lodge, who are the proper and 
competent Jadges of all such Controversies, (unless you carry it bj 
Appeal to the Grand Lodge) and to whom they ought to be referr'd, 
nnless a Lord's Work be hinder'd the mean while, in which Case a parti- 
cular Reference may be made ; but you must never go to Law about 
what concemeth Masonry, without an absolute Necessity apparent to 
the Lodge. 



2. BEHAVIOUB AFTER THB LODGE IS OVER AND THE BBBTHBEN NOT 

GONE. 

You may enjoy yourselves with innocent Mirth, treating one another 
according to Ability, but avoiding all Excess, or forcing any Brother to 
eat or drink beyond his Inclination, or hindering him from going when his 
Occasions call him, or doing or saying any thing offensive, or that may 
forbid an easy and free Conversation ; for that would blast our Har* 
mony, and defeat our laudable Purposes. Therefore no private Piques 
or Quarrels must be brought within the Door of the Lodge, far less any 
Quarrels about Religion, or Nations, or State Policy, we being only, as 
Masons, of the Catholick Religion above-mention'd ; we are also of all 
Nations, Tongues, Kindreds, and Languages, and are resolv'd against 
all Politicks, as what never yet conduc'd to the Welfere of the Lodge, 
nor ever will. This Charge has been always strictly enjoined and ob- 
serv'd; but especially ever since the Reformation in Britain, or the 
Dissent and Secession of these Nations from the Communion of Rome. 



3. BEHAVIOUR WHEN BRETHREN MEET WITHOUT STRANGERS, BUT NOT IN A 

LODGE FORMED. 

You are to salute one another in a courteous manner, as you will be 
instructed, calling each other Brother, freely giving mutual Instruction 
•8 shall be thought expedient, without being overseen or overheard, and 

without 
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vrithoat encroaching upon each other, or derogating from that Eespect 
which is due to any Brother, were he not a Mason : For though all 
Masons are as Brethren upon the same Level, yet Masonry takes no 
Honour from a Man that he had before; nay rather it adds to his 
Honour, especially if he has desarv*d well of the Brotherhood, who must' 
give Honour to whom it is due, and avoid ill Manners. 



4. BEHAYIOUB IN PBESENCB OF STRANGERS NOT MASONS. 

Yon shall be cautious in your Words and Carriage, that the most 
penetrating Stranger shall not be able to discover or find out what is 
not proper to be intimated ; and sometimes you shall divert a Discourse, 
and manage it prudently for the Honour of the worshipful Fraternity. 



5. BBHAYIOUB AT HOME, AND IN Y0X7B NEIOHBOUBHOOD. 

You are to act as becomes a moral and wise Man ; particularly, not to 
let your Family, Friends, and Neighbours know the Concerns of the 
Lodge, &c. but wisely to consult your own Honour, and that of the 
ancient Brotherhood, for Reasons not to be mentioned here. Yoa must 
also consult your Health, by not continuing together too late, or too 
long from home, after Lodge Hours are past ; and by avoiding of Glut- 
tony or Drunkenness, that your Families be not neglected or injured, nor 
you disabled from working. 



6. BEHAYIOUB TOWARDS A STRANGE BROTHER. 

You are cautiously to examine him, in such a Method as Prudence 
shall direct you, that you may not be impos'd upon by an ignorant &lse 
Pretender, whom you are to reject with Contempt and Derision, and be- 
ware of giving him any Hints of Knowledge. 

But if you discover him to be a true and genuine Brother, you are to 

respect him accordingly ; and if he is in want, you must relieve him if 

you can, or else direct him how he may be reliev'd ; You must employ 

5 him 
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him some Days, or else recommeDd him to be employ'd. Bat you are not 
charged to do beyond your Ability, only to prefer a poor Brother, that 
is a good Man and tme, before any other poor People in the same Cir- 
cumstance. 

Finally, All these Charges you are to observe, and also those that 
shall be communicated to you in another way ; cultivating Brotherly* 
Love, the Foundation and Cape-stone, the Cement and Glory of this 
ancient Fraternity, avoiding all Wrangling and Quarrelling, all Slander 
and Backbiting, nor permitting others to slander any honest Brother, 
but defending his Character, and doing him all good Offices, as far as is 
consistent with your Honour and Safety, and no farther. And if any 
of them do you Injury, you must apply to your own or his Lodge ; and 
from thence you may appeal to the Grand Lodge at the Quarterly Com* 
munication, and from thence to the annual Grand Lodge, as has been the 
ancient laudable Conduct of our Fore-fathers in every Nation ; never 
taking a l^;al Course but when the Case cannot be otherwise decided, 
and patiently listning to the honest and friendly Advice of Master and 
Fellows, when they would prevent your going to Law with Strangers, or 
would excite you to put a speedy Period to all Law-Suits, that so you 
may mind the Af&ir of Masonry with the more Alacrity and Success ; 
but with respect to Brothers or Fellows at Law, the Master and Breth< 
ren should kindly offer their Mediation, which ought to be thankfully 
dubmitted to by the contending Brethren ; and if that Submimion is im- 
practicable, they must however carry on their Process, or Law-Suit, 
without Wrath and Rancor (not in the common way) saying or doing no- 
thing which may hinder Brotherly Love, and good Offices to be renew'd 
and continued ; that all may see the benign Lifluence of Masonry, as all 
true Masons have done from the Beginning of the World, and will do to 
the End of Time. 



Amen so mote it be. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

A Worthy Bmther, learned in the Law, has commnnicated to the Au- 
thor (while this Sheet was printing) the opinion of the Great Jndge 
Coke apon the Act againat Masons, 3 Hen. YI. Cap. L which is Priatad 
in this Book, Page 35, and which Qaotation the Author haa compar'd 
with the Original, viz. 

Coke's Institutes, tbibd part, foi. 99. 

The Canse wherefore this Offence waa made Fdony, is for that tie 
good Course and Effect of the Statutes of labourers were thereby vio- 
lated and broken. Now (sais mj Lord Coke) all the Statutes concerft- 
log Labourers, before this Act, and whereuuto tliia Act doth lefer, are 
repeal'd by the Statute of 5 Eiiz. Cap. 4. whereby the Cause and End of 
the making of this Act is taken away ; and consequently this Act is tw- 
cone of no Force or Effect ; for, ccssante ratione Legis, cessat ipsa Lez : 
And the Indictment of Felony upon this Statute must contain, that those 
Chapters and Congregations were to the violating and breakmg of the 
good Coarse and Effect of the Statates of Laboorera ; which now cannot 
be BO alledg'd, because these Statutes be repealed. Therefore this would 
be pat oat of the Charge of Justices of Peace, written by Master I^m- 
bert, pBg. 227. 

Tliis Rotation confirms the Tradition of old Masons, that this meet 
learned Judge really belong'd to the ancient Lodge, and was » fuUiAil 
Brotliei. 




6mral |legulati0ns, 



Compiled first by Mr. George Payne, Anno 1720, when 
he was Grand-Master, and approved by the Grand- 
Lodge on St. John Baptist's Day, Anno 1721, at 
Stationer's-Hall, London ; • when the most noble 
Prince John Duke of Montagu was unanimously cho- 
sen our Grand-Master for the Year ensuing ; who 
chose 



and 



John Beal, M. D. his Deputy Grand-Master ; 
Josiah Villeneau :> were chosen by the 




Thomas Morris, Jun 




Lodge Grand- War- 
dens. 



And now, by the Command of our said Right 
Worshipful Grand-Master Montagu, the Author of 
this Book has compar'd them with, and reduc'd them 
to the ancient Records and immemorial Usages of the 
Fraternity, and digested them into this new Method, 
with several proper Explications, for the Use of the 
Lodges in and about Westminster. 




HE Grand-Master, or his Deputy, hath Authority 
and Eight, not only to be present in any true 
Lodge, but also to preside wherever he is, with 
the Master of the Lodge on his Left hand, and to 
order his Grand-Wardens to attend him, who are 
not to act in particular Lodges as Wardens, but 

io 
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in his Presence, and at his Command; because there the Grand- 
Master may command the Wardens of that Lodge, or any other 
Brethren he pleaseth, to attend and act as his Wardens pro tempore. 

II. The Master of a particular Lodge has the Right and Authority of 
congregating the Members of his Lodge into a Chapter at pleasure, upon 
any Emergency or Occurrence, as well as to appoint the time and place 
of their usual forming : And in case of Sickness, Death, or necessary 
Absence of the Master, the senior Warden shall act as Master pro tem- 
pore, if no Brother is present who has been Master of that Lodge before; 
for in that Case the absent Master's Authority reverts to the last Master 
then present ; though he cannot act until the said senior Warden has once 
congregated the Lodge, or in his Absence the junior Warden. 

m. The Master of each particular Lodge, or one of the Wardens, or 
Bome other Brother by his Order, shall keep a Book containing their By- 
Laws, the Names of their Members, with a List of all the Lodges in Town, 
and the usual Times and Places of their forming, and all their Transac- 
tions that are proper to be written. 

IV. No Lodge shall make more than Five new Brethren at one Time, 
nor any Man under the Age of Twenty-five, who must be also his own 
Master ; unless by a Dispensation from the Grand-Master or his Deputy. 

Y. No Man can be made or admitted a member of a particular Lod£;«5, 
without previous notice one Month before given to the said Lodge, in 
order to make due Enquiry into the Reputation and Capacity of the 
Candidate ; unless by the Dispensation aforesaid. 

YI. But no Man can be entered a Brother in any particular Lodge, or 
admitted to be a Member thereof, without the unanimous Consent of all 
the Members of that Lodge then present when the Candidate is proposed, 
and their Consent is foimally ask'd by the Master ; and they are to sig- 
nify their Consent or Dissent in their own prudent way, either virtually 
or in form, but with Unanimity : Nor is this inherent Privilege subject 
to a Dispensation ; because the Members of a particular Lodge are the 

best 
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best Jadges of it ; and if a fractioas Member should be imposed on them, 
it might spoil their Harmony, or hinder their Freedom ; or even break 
and disperse the Lodge ; which ought to be avoided by all good and 
true Brethren. ^ 

YII. Every new Brother at his making is decently to cloath the Lodge, 
Jiat is, all the Brethren present, and to deposite something for the Belief 
of indigent and decay'd Brethren, as the Candidate shall think fit to be- 
stow, over and above the small Allowance stated by the By-Laws of that 
particular Lodge ; which Charity shall be lodg'd with the Master or 
Wardens, or the Cashier, if the Members think fit to chuse one. 

And the Candidate shall also solemnly promise to submit to the Con- 
stitutions, the Charges, and Begulations, and to such other good Usages 
as shall be intimated to them in Time and Place convenient. 

Vni. No Set or Number of Brethren shall withdraw or separate 
themselves from the Lodge in which they were made Brethren, or were 
afterwards admitted Members, unless the Lodge becomes too numerous ; 
nor even then, without a Dispensation from the Grand-Master or his De- 
puty : and when they are thus separated, they must either inmiediately 
join themselves to such other Lodge as they shall like best, with the 
unanimous Consent of that other Lodge to which they go, (as above 
regulated) or else they must obtain the Grand-Master's Warrant to join 
in forming a new Lodge. 

If any Set or Number of Masons shall take upon themselves to form a 
Lodge without the Grand-Master's Warrant, the regular Lodges are not 
to countenance them, nor own them as fair Brethren and duly form'd, nor 
approve of their Acts and Deeds ; but must treat them as Rebels, until 
they humble themselves, as the Grand-Master shall in his Prudence direct, 
and until he approve of them by his Warrant, which must be signify'd 
to the other Lodges, as the Custom is when a new Lodge is to be regis- 
ter'd in the List of Lodges. 

IX. But if any Brother so far misbehave himself as to render his 
Lodge uneasy, he shall be twice duly admonish'd by the Master or War* 
dens in a form'd Lodge ; and if he will not refrain his Imprudence, and 
Dbediently submit to the Advice of the Brethren, and reform what gives 

them 
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them Offence, he shall be dealt with according to the By-Laws of that 
particular Lodge, or else in such a Manner as the Quarterly Communica 
tion shall in their great Prudence think fit ; for which a new Regulation 
may be afterwards made. 

X The Majority of every particular Lodge, when congr^ated, shall 
have the Privilege of giving Instructions to their Master and Wardens, 
before the assembling of the Grand Chapter, or Lodge, at the three Quar- 
terly Communications hereafter mention'd, and of the Annual Grand 
Lodge too ; because their Master and Wardens are their Representatives, 
and are supposed to speak their Mind. 

XI. All particular Lodges are to observe the same Usages as much as 
possible ; in order to which, and for cultivating a good Understanding 
among Free-Masons, some Members out of every Lodge shall be deputed 
to visit the other Lodges as often as shall be thought convenient. 

Xn. The Grand-Lodge consists of, and is form'd by the Masters and 
Wardens of all the regular particular Lodges upon Record, with the 
Grand-Master at their Head, and his Deputy on his Left-hand, and the 

Grand-Wardens in their proper Places ; and must have a Quarterly Com- 
munication about Michaelmas, Christmas, and Lady-Day, in some con- 
venient Place, as the Grand-Master shall appoint, where no Brother shall 
be present, who is not at that time a Member thereof, without a Dis- 
pensation ; and while he stays, he shall not be allow'd to vote, nor even 
give his Opinion, without Leave of the Grand-Lodge ask'd and given, or 
unless it be duly ask'd by the said Lodge. 

All Matters are to be determin'd in the Grand-Lodge by a Majority of 
Votes, each Member having one Vote, and the Grand-Master having two 
Votes, unless the said Lodge leave any particular thing to the Determi- 
nation of the Grand-Master for the sake of Expedition. 

XIII. At the said Quarterly Communication, all Matters that concern 
the Fraternity in general, or particular Lodges, or single Brethren, are 
quietly, sedately, and maturely to be discours'd of and transacted : Ap- 
prentices must be admitted Masters and Fellow-Craft only here, unless 

by 
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by a Dispensation. Here also all Differences, that cannot be made up 
and accommodated privately, nor by a particular Lodge, are to be seri- 
ously considered and decided : And if any Brother thinks himself ag- 
grieved by the Decision of 'this Board, he may appeal to the annual 
Grand-Lodge next ensuing, and leave his Appeal in Writing, with the 
Grand-Master, or his Deputy, or the Grand-Wardens. 

Here also the Master or the Wardens of each particular Lodge shall 
bring and produce a List of such Members as have been made, or even 
admitted in their particular Lodges since the last Communication of the 
Grand-Lodge : And there shall be a Book kept by the Grand-Master, or 
his Deputy, or rather by some Brother whom the Grand-Lodge shall ap- 
point for Secretary, wherein shall be recorded all the Lodges, with their 
usual Times and Places of forming, and the Names of all the Members 
of each Lodge ; and all the Affairs of the Grand-Lodge that are proper 
to be written. 

They shall also consider of the most prudent and effectual Methods of 
collecting and disposing of what Money shall be given to, or lodged with 
them in Charity, towards the Relief only of any true Brother fallen into 
Poverty or Decay, but of none else : But every particular Lodge shall 
dispose of their own Charity for poor Brethren, according to their own 
By-Laws, until it be agreed by all the Lodges (in a new Regulation) to 
carry in the Charity collected by them to the Grand-Lodge, at the Quar- 
terly or Annual Communication, in order to make a common Stock of it, 
for the more handsome Relief of poor Brethren. 

They shall also appoint a Treasurer, a Brother of good worldly Sub- 
Stance, who shall be a Member of the Grand-Lodge by virtue of his 
Office, and shall be always present, and have Power to move to the Grand- 
Lodge any thing, especially what concerns his OflSce. To him shall be 
conmiitted all Money rais'd for Charity, or for any other Use of the Grand- 
Lodge, which he shall write down in a Book, with the respective Ends 
and Uses for which the several Sums are intended ; and shall expend or 
disburse the same by such a certain Order sign'd, as the Grand-Lodge 
shall afterwards agree to in a new Regulation : But he shall not vote in 
chusing a Grand-Master or Wardens, though in every other Transaction. 

As io 
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As in like manner tlie Secretary shall be a Member of the Grand-Lodg8 
by virtue of hia Office, and vote in every thing except in chusing a Grand- 
Master or Wardens. 

The Treasurer and Secretary shall have each a Clerk, who must be a 
Brother and Fellow-Craft, but never must be a Member of the Grand- 
Lodge, nor speak without being allow'd or desir'd. 

The Grand-Master, or his Deputy, shall always command the Treasurer 
and Secretary, with their Clerks and Books, in order to see how matters 
go on, and to know what is expedient to be done upon any emergent 
Occasion. 

Another Brother (who must be a Fellow- Craft) should be appointed 
to look after the Door of the Grand-Lodge ; but shall be no member 
of it. 

But these Offices may be farther explain'd by a new Regulation, when 
the Necessity and Expediency of them may more appear than at present 
to the Fraternity. 

XIV. If at any Grand-Lodge, stated or occasional, quarterly or annual, 
the Grand-Master and his Deputy should be both absent, then the present 
Master of a Lodge, that has been the longest a Free-Mason, shall take the 
Chair, and preside as Grand-Master pro tempore ; and shall be vested 
with all his Power and Honour for the time ; provided there is no Bro- 
ther present that has been Grand-Master formerly, or Deputy Grand- 
Master ; for iW last Grand-Master present, or else the last Deputy pre- 
sent, should always of right take place in the Absence of the present 
Grand-Master and his Deputy. 

XV. In the Grand-Lodge none can act as Wardens but the Grand- 
Wardens themselves, if present ; and if absent, the Grand-Master, or the 
Person who presides in his Place, shall order private Wardens to act as 
Grand-Wardens pro tempore, whose Places are to be supply 'd by two 
Fellow-Craft of the same Lodge, call'd forth to act, or sent thither by 
the particular Master thereof ; or if by him omitted, then they shall be 
call'd by the Grand-Master, that so the Grand-Lodge may be always 
compleat. 

XVI. The Grand Wardens, or any others, are first to advise with the 
Deputy about the Affairs :)f the Lodge or of the Brethren, and not to 

apply 
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apply to the Grand-Master without the Knowledge of the Deputy, nnlefls 
he refuse his Concurrence in any certain necessary Affair ; in which Case, 
or in case of any Difference between the Deputy and the Grand-Wardens, 
or other Brethren, both Parties are to go by Concert to the Grand-Mas- 
ter, who can easily decide the Controversy and make up the Difference by 
virtue of his great Authority. 

The Grand-Master should receive no Intimation of Business concerning 
Masonry, but from his Deputy first, except in such certain Cases as his 
Worship can well judge of ; for if the Application to the Grand-Master 
be irregular, he can easily order the Grand- Wardens, or any other Breth- 
ren thus applying, to wait upon his Deputy, who is to prepare the Busi- 
ness speedily, and to lay it orderly before his Worship. 

XVII. No Grand-Master, Deputy Grand-Master, Grand-Wardens, 
Treasurer, Secretary, or whoever acts for them, or in their stead pro 
tempore, can at the same time be the Master or Warden of a particnl&t 
Lodge ; . but as soon as any of them has honourably discharg'd his Grand 
Office, he returns to that Post or Station in his particular Lodge^ from 
which he was call'd to officiate above. 

XV III. If the Deputy Grand-Master be sick, or necessarily absent, the 
Grand-Master may chuse any Fellow-Craft he pleases to be his Deputy 
pro tempore : But he that is chosen Deputy at the Grand-Lodge, and the 
Grand-Wardens too, cannot be discharg'd without the Cause fan ly appear 
•to the Majority of the Grand-Lodge ; and the Grand-Master, if he is un- 
easy, may call a Grand-Lodge on purpose to lay the Cause before them, 
and to have their Advice and Concurrence : In which case» the Majority 
of the Grand-Lodge, if they cannot reconcile the Master and his Deputy 
or his Wardens, are to concur in allowing the Master to discharge his 
Baid Deputy or his said Wardens, and to chuse anothei Deputy immedi- 
ately ; and the said Grand-Lodge shall chuse other Wardens in that Case, 
that Harmony and Peace may be preserv'd. 

XIX. If the (xrand-Master should abuse his Power, and render himself 
unworthy of the Obedience and Subjection of the Lodges, he shall be 
treated in a way and manner to be agreed upon in a new Begulation ; 

because 
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because hitherto the ancient Fraternity have had no occasion for it, their 
former Grand-Masters having all behaved themselves worthy of that 
honourable Office. 

yy. The Grand-Master, with his Deputy and Wardens, shall (at least 
once) go round and visit all the Lodges about Town during his Master- 
ship. 

XXI. If the Grand-Master die during his Mastership, or by Sickness, 
or by being beyond Sea, or any other way should be rendered uncapable 
of discharging his Office, the Deputy, or in his Absence, the Senior 
Grand-Warden, or in his Absence the Junior, or in his Absence any 
three present Masters of Lodges, shall join to congregate the Grand- 
Lodge immediately, to advise together upon that Emergency, and to 
send two of their Number to invite the last Grand-Master to resume his 
Office, which now in course reverts to him ; or if he refuse, then the next 
hst, and so backward : But if no former Grand-Master can be found, 
then the Deputy shall act as Principal, until another is chosen ; or if 
there be no Deputy, then the oldest Master. 

XXn. The Brethren of all the Lodges in and about London and 
Westminster, shall meet at an Annual Communication and Feast, in 
some convenient Place, on St. John Baptist's Day, or else on St. John 
Evangelist's Day, as the Grand-Lodge shall think fit by a new Begula- 
tion, having of late Years met on St. John Baptist's Day : Provided, 

The Majority of the Masters and Wardens, with the Grand-Master, 
his Deputy and Wardens, agree at their Quarterly Communication, three 
Months before, that there shall be a Feast, and a General Communication 
of all the Brethren : For if either the Grand-Master, or the Majority of 
the particular Masters, are against it, it must be dropt for that Time. 

Bnt whether there shall be a Feast for all the Brethren, or not, yet the 
Grand-Lodge must meet in some convenient Place annually on St. John'g 
Day ; or if it be Sunday, then on the next Day, in order to chuse eveiy 
Fear a new Grand-Master, Deputy, and Warden. 

XXUL 
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XXTTL If it be thought expedient, and the Grand-Master, with the 
B»Iajority of the Masters and Wardens, agree to hold a Grand Feast, 
according to the ancient laudable Custom of Masons, then the Grand- 
Wardens shall have the care of preparing the Tickets, st^al'd with the 
Grand-Master's Seal, of disposing of the Tickets, of receiving the Money 
for the Tickets, of buying the Materials of the Feast, of finding out a 
proper and convenient Place to feast in ; and of every other thing that 
concerns the Entertainment. 

But that the Work may not be too burthensome to the two Grand- 
Wardens, and that all Matters may be expeditiously and safely managed, 
the Grand-Master, or his Deputy, shall have power to nominate and ap- 
point a certain Number of Stewards, as his Worship shall think fit, to 
act in concert with the two Grand-Wardens ; all things relating to the 
Feast being decided amongst them by a Majority of Voices ; except the 
Grand-Master or his Deputy interpose by a particular Direction or Ap- 
pointment. 

XXIV. The Wardens and Stewards shall, in due time, wait upon the 
Grand-Master, or his Deputy, for Directions and Orders about the Pre- 
misses ; but if his Worship and his Deputy are sick, or necessarily absent, 
they shall call together the Masters and Wardens of Ijodges to meet on 
purpose for their Advice and Orders ; or else they may take the Matter 
wholly upon themselves, and do the best they can. 

The Grand- Wardens and the Stewards are to account for all the Money 
they receive, or expend, to the Grand-Lodge, after Dinner, or when the 
Graud-Lodge shall think fit to receive their Accounts. 

If the Grand-Master pleases, he may in due time summon all the Mas- 
ters and Wardens of Lodges to consult with them about ordering the 
Grand-Feast, and about any Emergency or accidental thing relating 
thereunto, that may require Advice ; or else to take it upon himself alto- 
gether. 

XXY. The Masters of Lodges shall each appoint one experienc'd and 
discreet Fellow-Craft of his Lodge, to compose a Committee, consisting 
of one from every Lodge, who shall meet to receive, in a convenient 

Apartment, 
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Apartment, every Person that brings a Ticket, and shall have Power tc 
discourse him, if they think fit, in order to admit him, or debar him, as 
they shall see cause : Provided they send no Man away before they have 
acquainted all the Brethren within Doors with the Reasons thereof, to 
avoid mistakes ; that so no true Brother may be debarr'd, nor a false 
Brother, or mere Pretender, admitted. This Committee must meet very 
early on St. John's Day at the Place, even before any Persons come with 
Tickets. 

XXVI. The Grand^Master shall appoint two or more trusty Brethren 
to be Porters, or Door-keepers, who are also to be early at the Place, for 
some good Seasons ; and who are to be at the Conunand of the Com* 
mittee. 

XXV II. The Grand-Wardens, or the Stewards, shall appoint before 
hand such a Number of Brethren to serve at Table as they think fit and 
proper for that Work ; and they may advise with the Masters and War- 
dens of Lodges about the most proper Persons, if they please, or may 
take in such by their Recommendation ; for none are to serve that Day, 
but fi:ee and accepted Masons, that the Conmiunication may be free and 
harmonious. 

XXVni. All the Members of the Grand-Lodge must be at the Place 
long before Dinner, with the Grand-Master, or his Deputy, at their Head, 
who shall retire, and form themselves. And this is done in order, 

1. To receive any Appeals duly lodg'd, as above regulated, that the 
ppellant may be heard, and the Afiair may be amicably decided before 

Dinner, if possible ; but if it cannot, it must be delay 'd till after the new 
Grand-Master is elected ; and if it cannot be decided after Dinner, it may 
be delay'd, and referr'd to a particular Committee, that shall quietly 
adjust it, and make Report to the next Quarterly Conmiunication, that 
Brotherly-Love may be preserved. 

2. To prevent any Diflference or Disgust which may be feared to arise 
that Day ; that no Interruption may be given to the Harmony and Plea> 
sure of the Grand-Feast. 

3. To consult about whatever concerns the Decency and Decorum of 

4 the 
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the Grand Assembly, and to prevent al^ Indecency and ill Manners, ih0 
Assembly being promiscuous. 

4. To receive and consider of any good Motion, or any momentoiis 
and ijmportant Affair, that shall be brought from the particular Lodges, 
by their Representatives, the several Masters and Wardens. 

XXIX. After these things are discuss'd, the Grand-Master and his 
Deputy, the Grand-Wardens, or the Stewards, the Secretary, the Trear 
surer, the Clerks, and every other Person, shall withdraw, and leave the 
Masters and Wardens of the particular Lodges alone, in order to consult 
amicably about electing a new Grand-Master, or continuing the present, 
if they have not done it the Day before ; and if they are unanimous for 
continuing the present Grand-Master, his Worship shall be called in, and 
humbly desired to do the Fraternity the Honour of ruling them for the 
Year ensuing : And after Dinner it will be known whether he accepts of 
it or not : For it should not be discovered but by the Election itself. 

XXX. Then the Masters and Wardens, and all the Brethren, may con- 
verse promiscuously, or as they please to sort together, until the Dinner 
is coming in, when every Brother takes his Seat at Table. 

XXXI. Some time after Dinner the Grand-Lodge is form'd, not in 
Betirement, but in the Presence of all the Brethren, who yet are not 
Members of it, and must not therefore speak until they are desir'd and 
allow'd. 

XXXII. If the Grand-Master of last Year has consented with the 
Master and Wardens in private, before Dinner, to continue for the Year 
ensuing ; then one of the Grand-Lodge, deputed for that purpose, shall 
represent to all the Brethren his Worship's good Government, &c. Ajid 
turning to him, shall, in the Name of the Grand-Lodge, humbly request 
him to do the Fraternity the great Honour (if nobly born, if not) the 
great Kindness of continuing to be their Grand-Master for the Year en- 
suing. And his Worship declaring his Consent by a Bow or a Speech, 
tis he pleases, the said deputed Member of the Grand-Lodge shall pro- 
claim 
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claim him Grand-Master and all the Members of the Lodpe shall salute 
him in due Form. And all the Brethren shall for a few Minutes havo 
leave to declare their Satisfaction, Pleasure, and Congratulation. 

XXXni. But if either the Master and Wardens have not in private, 
this Day before Dinner, nor the Day before, desir'd the last Grand-Master 
to continue in the Mastership another Year ; or if he, when desir'd, has 
not consented : Then, 

The last Grand-Master shall nominate his Successor for the Year ensu- 
ing, who, if unanimously approv'd by the Grand- Lodge, and if there pre- 
sent, shall be proclaim'd, saluted, and congratulated the new Grand- 
Master as above hinted, and immediately install'd by the last Grand- 
Master, according to Usage. 

XXXrV. But if that Nomination is not unanimously approv'd, the 
new Grand-Master shall be chosen immediately by Ballot, every Master 
and Warden writing his Man's Name, and the last Grand-Master writing 
his Man's Name too ; and the Man, whose Name the last Grand-Master 
shall first take out, casually or by chance, shaU be Grand-Master for the 
Year ensuing ; and if present, he shall be proclaim'd, saluted, and con- 
gratulated, as above hinted, and forthwith install'd by the last Grand- 
Master, according to Usa^e. 

XXX V. The last Grand-Master thus continued, or the New Grand- 
Master thus installed, shall next nominate and appoint his Deputy Grand. 
Master, either the last or a new one, who shall be also declar'd, saluted, 
and congratulated as above hinted. 

The Grand-Master shall also nominate the new Grand-Wardens, and 
if unanimously approv'd by the Grand-Lodge, shall be declar'd, saluted, 
and congratulated, as above hinted ; but if not, they shall be chosen by 
Ballot, in the same way as the Grand-Master : As the Wardens of pri* 
vate Lodges are also to be chosen by Ballot in each Lodge, if the Mem- 
bers thereof do not agree to their Master's Nomination. 

XXXVI. But if the Brother, whom the present Grand-Master shall 
Dominate for his Successor, or whom the Majority of the Grand-Lodg« 

shal] 
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BhaL happen to chuse by Ballot, is, by Sickness or other necessary Occak* 
sion, absent from the Grand-Feast, he cannot be proclaim'd the Now 
Grand-Master, unless the old Grand-Master, or some of the Masters and 
Wardens of the Grand-Lodge can vouch, upon the Honour of a Brother, 
that the said Person, so nominated or chosen, will readily accept of the 
said Office ; in which case the old Grand-Master shall act as Proxy, and 
shall nominate the Deputy and Wardens in his Name, and in his Name 
also receive the usual Honours, Homage, and Congratulation. 

XXXYII. Then the Grand-Master shall allow any Brother, Fellow* 
Craft, or Apprentice to speak, directing his Discourse to his Worship ; 
or to make any Motion for the good of the Fraternity, which shall be 
either immediately considered and finish'd, or else referr'd to the Consider 
ation of the Grand Lodge at their next Communication, stated or occa- 
sional. When that is over, 

XXXVin. The Grand-Master or his Deputy, or some Brother ap- 
pointed by him, shall harangue all the Brethren, and give them good 
Advice : And lastly, after some other Transactions, that cannot be writ- 
ten in any Language, the Brethren may go away or stay longer, as they 
please. 

XXXTX. Every Annual Grand-Lodge has an inherent Power and 
Authority to make new Regulations, or to alter these, for the real Bene- 
fit of this ancient Fraternity: Provided always that the old Land- 
Marks be carefully preserv'd, and that such Alterations and new Regula- 
tions be proposed and agreed to at the third Quarterly Communication 
l)receding the Annual Grand-Feast ; and that they be offered also to the 
Perusal of all the Brethren before Dinner, in writing, even of the 
youngest Apprentice ; the Approbation and Consent of the Majority of 
all the Brethren present being absolutely necessary to make the same 
binding and obligatory ; which must, after Dinner, and after the new 
Grand-Master is install'd, be solemnly desir'd ; as it was desir'd and ob- 
tained for these Regulations, when propos'd by the Grand-Lodge, to about 
150 Brethren, on St. John Baptist's Day, 1721. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

Here follows the Manner of constituting a New Lodge, iu 
practised by his Grace the Duke of Wharton , the present 
Right Worshipful Grand-Master, according to the ancierU 
Usages of Masons, 

A New Lodge, for avoiding many Irregularities, should be solemnly 
constituted by the Grand-Master, with his Deputy and Wardens ; or in 
the Grand-Master's Absence, the Deputy shall act for his Worship, and 
shall chuse some Master of a Lodge to assist him ; or in case the Deputy 
is absent, the Grand-Master shall call forth some Master of a Lodge to 
act as Deputy protempore. 

The Candidates, or the new Master and Wardens, being yet among the 
Fellow-Craft, the Grand-Master shall ask his Deputy if he has examin*d 
them, and finds the Candidate Master well skill'd in the noble Science and 
the royal Art, and duly instructed in our Mysteries, &c. 

And the Deputy answering in the affirmative, he shall (by the Grand- 
Master's Order) take the Candidate from among his Fellows, and present 
him to the Grand-Master ; saying, Right worshipful Grand-Master, the 
Brethren here desire to be form'd into a new Lodge ; and I present this 
my worthy Brother to be their Master, whom I know to be of good 
Morals and great Skill, true and trusty, and a Lover of the whole Fra- 
ternity, wheresoever dispers'd over the Face of the Earth. 

Then the Grand-Master, placing the Candidate on his left Hand, hav- 
ing ask'd and obtain'd the unanimous Consent of all the Brethren, shall 
say : I constitute and form these good Brethren into a new Lodge, and 
appoint you the Master of it, not doubting of your Cfipacity and Care 
to preserve the Cement of the Lodge, &c., with some other Expres- 
sions that are proper and useful on that Occasion, but not proper to be 
written. 

Upon 
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Upon this the Deputy shall rehearse the Charges of a Master, and the 
Grand Master shall ask the Candidate, saying, Do you submit to these 
Charges, as Masters have done in all Ages ? And the Candidate signify- 
ing his cordial Submission thereunto, the Grand-Master shall, by certain 
significant Ceremonies and ancient Usages, install him, and present him 
with the Constitutions, the Lodge-Book, and the Instruments of hip Office, 
not all together, but one after another ; and after each of them, the 
Grand-Master, or his Deputy, shall rehearse the short and pithy Charge 
that is suitable to the thing presented. 

After this, the Members of this new Lodge, bowing all together to the 
Grand-Master, shall return his Worship Thanks, and immediately do their 
Homage to their new Master, and signify their Promise of Subjectioo 
and Obedience to him by the usual Congratulation. 

The Deputy and the Grand-Wardens, and any other Brethren present, 
that are not Members of this new Lodge, shall next congratulate the 
new Master ; and he shall return his becoming Acknowledgments to the 
Grand-Master first, and to the rest in their Order. 

Then the Grand-Master desires the new Master to enter immediately 
upon the Exercise of his Office, in chusing his Wardens : And the New 
Master calling forth two Fellow-Craft, presents them to the Grand-Mas- 
ter for his Approbation, and to the new Lodge for their Consent. And 
ihat being granted. 

The senior or junior Grand- Warden, or some Brother for him, shall 
rehearse the Charges of Wardens ; and the Candidates being solemnly 
ask'd by the new Master, shall signify their Submission thereunto. 

Upon which the New Master, presenting them with the Instruments of 
their Office, shall, in due Form, install them in their proper Places ; and 
the Brethren of that new Lodge shall signify their Obedience to the new 
Wardens by the usual Congratulation. 

And this Lodge being thus compleatly constituted, shall be registered ia 
the Grand-Master's Book, and by his Order notify'd to the otbef 
Lodges. 
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APPROBATION. 

Whireas by the ConfdsioiLs occasion'd in the Saxon, Danish, and Norman 
Wars, the Records of Masons hove been much vitiated, the Free Masons uf 
England twice thought it necessary to correct their Constitutions, Charges, and 
Kegulations ; first in the Beign of King Athelstan the Saxon, and long after in 
the Reign of ELing Edward IV. the Norman : And Whereas the old Constitutions 
in England have been much interpolated, mangled, and miserably corrupted, 
not only with false Spelling, but even with many false Pacts and gross Errors in 
History and Chronology, through Length of Time, and the Ignorance of Tran- 
scribers, in the dark illiterate Ages, before the Revival of Geometry and ancient 
Architecture, to the great Offence of all the learned and judicious Brethren, 
whereby also the Ignorant have been dec^iv'd. 

And our late Worthy Grand-Master, his Grace the Duke of Montagu, having 
order'd the Author to peruse, correct, and digest, into a new and better Method, 
the History, Charges, and Regulations, of the ancient Fraternity; He hae 
accordingly examin'd several Copies from Italy and Scotland, and sundry Parte 
of England, and from thence, (tho' in many Things erroneous) and from several 
other ancient Records of Masons, he has drawn forth the above- written new Con- 
stitutions, with the Charges and General Regulations. And the Author, having 
submitted the whole to the Perusal and Corrections of the late and present 
Deputy Grand-Masters, and of other learned Brethren, and also of the Masters 
and Wardens of particular Lodges at their Quarterly Communication : He did 
regularly deliver them to the late Grand-Master himself, the said Duke of Mon- 
tagu, for his Examination, Correction, and Approbation ; and His Grace, by the 
Advice of several Brethren, order'd the same to be handsomely printed for the 
use of the Lodges, though they were not quite ready for the Press during hia 
Mastership. 

Therefore We, the present Grand-Master of the Bight Worshipful and most 
ancient Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons, the Deputy Grand-Master, the 
Grand- Wardens, the Masters and Wardens of Particular Lodges (with the Con 
sent of the Brethren and Fellows in and about the Cities of London and 
Westminster) having also perused this Performance, Do join our laudable 
Predecessors in our solemn Approbation thereof, as what We believe will fully 
answer the End proposed ; all the valuable Things of the old Records being 
retain'd, the Errors in History and Chronology corrected, the false Pacts and the 
improper Words omitted, and the whole digested in a new and better Method. 

Ani 
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THE 

Mj^STER'S SOISTQ-; 

OR, THE 

HISTORY OF MASONRY. 

To be sung with a Chorus, when the Master shall give leave, either one Part 

only, or all together, as he pleases. 



PART I. 



Adam, the first of humane Kind. 

Created with Geometry 
Imprinted on his Royal Mind, 

Instructed soon his Progeny 
Cain and Seth, who then improv'd 

The lib'ral Science in the Art 
Of Architecture, which they lov'd, 

And to their Offspring did impart 

II. 

Cain a City fair and strong 

First built, and call'd it Consecrate, 
From Enoch's Name, his eldest Son, 

Which all his Race did imitate ; 
But godly Enoch, of Seth's Loins, 

Two Columns rais'd with mighty 
A^d all his Family ei\joins [Skill ; 

True Colonading to fuUfil. 

ni. 

Our Father Noah aext appear'd, 

A Mason too divinely taught ; 
And by divine Comtmand uprear'd 

The Ark, that held a goodly Fraught ; 
*Twas built by true Geometry, 

A Piece of Architecture fine ; 
Eelpt by his Sons, in number Three, 

Concurring in the grand Design. 

4* 



IV. 



So from the general Deluge none 

Were saved, but Masons and theif 
Wives; 
And all Mankind from them alone 

Descending, Architecture thrives ; 
For they, when multiply'd amain, 

Fit to disperse and fill the Earth, 
In Shinar's large and lovely Plain 

To Masonry gave second Birth. 

V. 

For most of Mankind were employed 

To build the City and the Tow'r ; 
The Gen'ral Lodge was oveijoy'd, 

In such Effects of Masons Pow'r ; 
'Till vain Ambition did provoke 

Their Maker to confound their Plot ; 
Yet tho' with Tongues confus'd they 
spoke. 

The learned Art they ne'er forgot 

CHORUS. 

Who can unfold the Royal Art ? 

Or sing its Secrets in a Song 7 
They're safely kept in Mason's heart, 

And to the ancient Lodge belong. 

[Stop here to drink the present 
Grand-Master's health. 

PART 
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PART 11. 



Thds when from Babel fhey disperse 

In Colonies to distant Climes, 
All Masons true, who coald rehearse 

Their Works to those of after Times ; 
King Nimrod fortify'd his Realm, 

By Castles, Towr's, and Cities fiur ; 
If itzra'm, who ral'd at Egypt's Helm, 

Built Pyramids stupendous there. 

Nor Japhet, and his gallant Breed, 

Did less in Masonry prevail ; 
Nor Shem, and those that did succeed 

To promis'd Blessings by Entail ; 
For Father Abram brought from Ur 

Geometry, the Science good ; 
Which he reveal'd, without demur, 

To all descending from his Blood. 

III. 

Nay Jacob's Race at length were 
taught. 

To lay aside the Shepherd's Crook, 
To use Geometry were brought, 

Whilst under Phar'oh's cruel Yoke ; 
'Till Moses Master-Mason rose. 

And led the Holy Lodge from thence, 
All Masons train'd, to whom he chose. 

His curious Learning to dispense. 

IV. 

Aholiab and Bezaleel, 

Inspired Men, the Tent uprear'd ; 
Where the Shechinah chose to dwell. 

And Geometrick Skill appear'd ; 



And when these valiant Masons fill'd 
Canaan, the leam'd Phenicians knew 

The Tribes of Isra'l better skill'd 
In Architecture firm and true. 

V. 

For Dagon's House in Gaza Town, 

Artfully propt by Columns two ; 
By Samson's mighty Arms pull'd down 

On Lords Philistian, whom it slew; 
Tho' 'twas the finest Fabrick rais'd 

By Canaan's Sons, could not compare 
With the Creator's Temple prais'd, 

For glorious Strength and Structure 
fair. 

VI. 

But here we stop a while to toast 

Our Master's Health and Wardens 
both ; 
And warn you all to shun the Coast 

Of Samson's Shipwrackt Fame and 
Troth; 
His Secrets once to Wife disclos'd. 

His Strength was fled, his Courage 
To cruel Foes he was expos'd, [tam'd, 

And never was a Mason nam'd 

CHORUS. 

Who can unfold the Royal Art ? 

Or Sing its Secrets in a Song? 
They're safely kept in Mason's Heart, 

And to the ancient Lodge belong. 

[Stop here to drink the Health of the 
Master and Wardens of this par- 
ticular Lodge. 

PART 
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PAET III. 



Wk sing ol Masons ancient Fame, 

When fourscore Thousand Craftsmen 
stood, 
Under the Masters of great Name, 

Three Thousand and six Hundred 
Employ'd by Solomon the Sire, [good, 

And Gen'ral Master-Mason too ; 
As Hu*am was in stately Tyre, 

Like Salem built by Masons true. 

II. 

The Royal Art was then divine, 

The Craftsmen counsell'd from above. 
The Temple did all Works outshine, 

The wond'ring World did all ap- 
prove. 
Ingenious men, from every Place, 

Came to survey the glorious Pile ; 
And, when return' d, began to trace. 

And imitate its loffcy Style. 

III. 

At length the Grecians came to know 

Geometry, and learnt the Art, ^ 
Which great Pythagoras did show, 

And glorious Euclid did impart ; 
ill' amazing Archimedes too. 

And many other Scholars good ; 
Till ancient Eomans did review 

The Art, and Science understood. 



IV. 

But when proud Asia they had quell'd. 
And Greece and Egypt overcome. 

In Architecture they excell'd, [Rome ; 
And brought the Learning all to 



Where wise Vitruvius, Master prime 
Of Architects, the Art improv'd, 

In Great Augustus' peaceful Time, 
When Arts and Artists were belov'd. 

V. 

They brought the Knowledge from the 
East; 

And as they made the Nations yield, 
They spread it thro' the North and West. 
And taught the World the Art to 
build; 

Witness their Citadels and Tow're, 
To fortify their Legions fine, 

Then: Temples, Palaces, and Bow're, 
That spoke the Masons Grand Design. 

VI. 

Thus mighty Eastern Kings, and some 

Of Abram's Race, and Monarchs good, 
Of Egypt, Syria, Greece, and Rome, 

True Architectm-e understood j 
No wonder then if Masons join. 

To celebrate those Mason-Kings, 
With solemn Note and flowing Wine, 

Whilst ev'ry Brother jointly singg. 

CHORUS. 

Who can unfold the Royal Art? 

Or sing its Secrets in a Song 7 
They're safely kept in Mason's Heart, 

And to the ancient Lodge belong. 

[Stop here to drink to the glorious Me- 
mory of Emperors, Kings, Princes, 
Nobles, Gentry, Clergy, and learned 
Scholars, that ever propagated the 
Art 

PART 
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PART IV. 



Oh ! glorious Days for Masons wise, 

O'er all the Boman Empire when 
Their Fame, resounding to the Skies, 

Proclaim'd them good and useful 
For many Ages thus employ* d, [Men ; 

Until the Gh)ths, with warlike Rage, 
And brutal Ignorance, destroyed 

The Toil of many a learned Age. 

II. 

But when the oonqu'ring Qofhs were 

brought 
T'embrace the Christian Faith, they 

found 
The Folly that their Fathers wrought. 

In loss of Architecture sound. 
At length their zeal for stately Fanes, 
And wealthy Grandeur, when at 
Peace, 
Made them exert their utmost Pains, 
Their €k>thick Buildings to upraise. 

m. 

Thus many a sumptuous lofty Pile 

Was rais'd in every Christian Land, 
Tho' not conform to Eoman Style, 

Yet which did Reverence command ; 
The King and Craft agreeing still. 

In well-formed Lodges to supply 
The mournful Want of Boman Skill 

With their new sort of Masonry. 

IV. 

For many Ages this prevails, 
Their Work is Arclutecture deem'd ; 

In England, Scotland, Ireland, Wales, 
The Craftsmen highly are esteem'd, 



By Kings, as Masters of the Lodge, 
By many a wealthy noble Peer, 

By Lord and Laird, by Priest and 
Judge, 
By all the People every where. 

V. 

So Masons ancient Becords tell, 

King Athlestan, of Saxon Blood, 
Gave them a Charter free to dwell 

In Lofty Lodge, with Orda:^ good, 
Drawn from old Writings by his Son, 

Prince Edwin,General-Master bright, 
Who met at York the Brethren soon, 

And to that Lodge did all recite. 

VI. 

Thence were their Laws and Chai^gei 
fine 

In ev'ry Beign observed with Care, 
Of Saxon, Danish, Norman Line, 

Till British Crowns united were; 
The Monarch First of this whole Isle 

Was learned James, a Mason King, 
Who First of Kings reviv'd the Style 

Of Great Augustus : Therefore sing. 

CHOBUS. 

Who can unfold the Boyal Art? 

Or sing its Secrets in a Song 7 
They're safely kept in Mason's Heart, 

And to the ancient Lodge belong. 

[Stop here to drink tlie happy Me- 
mory of all the Revivers of the 
ancient Augustan Style. 

PART 
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PART V. 



I. 



Thus tho' in Italy the Art [rais'd; 

From Gothick Bubbish first was 
And Great Palladio did impart 

A Style by Masons justly prais'd: 
Yet here his mighty Bival, Jones, 

Of British Architects the Prime, 
Did build such glorious Heaps of 
Stones, 

As ne'er were match'd since Cesar's 
Time. 

11. 

King Charles the First, a Mason, too, 

With several Peers and wealthy Men, 
£mploy'd him and his Craftsmen true, 

'Till wretched Civil "Wars began. 
But after Peace and Crown restor'd, 

Tho' London was in Ashes laid. 
By Masons Art and good Accord, 

A finer London reared its Head. 

IIL 

King Charles the Second raised then 

The finest Column upon Earth, 
Founded St Paul's, that stately Fane, 

And Boyal Change, with Joy and 
Mirth: 
But afterwards the Lodges fail'd. 

Till Great Nassau the Task reviv'd, 
Whose bright example so prevail'd, 

That ever since the Art haa thriy'd. 



IV. 



Let other Nations boast at ivill. 

Great Britain now will yield to none. 
For true Geometry and Skill, 

In building Timber,Brick, and Stone. 
For Architecture of each sort. 

For curious Lodges, where we find 
The Noble and the Wise resort. 

And drink with Craftsmen, true and 
kind. 

V. 

Then let good' Brethren all rqjoice. 

And fill their Glass with cheerful 
Heart; 
Let them express with grateful Voice 

The Praises of the wond'rous Art: 
Let ev'ry Brother's Hecdth go round, 

Not Fool or Knave, but Mason true ; 
And let our Master's Fame resound. 

The noble Duke of Montagu. 

CHORUS. 

Who can unfold the Boyal Art t 
Or sing its Secrets in a Song ? 

They're safely kept in Mason's Heart, 
And to the ancient Lodge belong. 



(8o) 



THE 

\V-A- R D E ISr.'S 8 ON O: 

OR, AHflTHEB 

HISTORY OF MASONRY. 

COMPOS'D 
Since Ihe most nobU Prince Philip Duke of Wuabtoh wu diotn 

Grand-Master. 
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E QDABIKBLT OOHMDNICATIiar. 
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Tie Mighty Genius of Ihe lofty Lodge, 
In ev'ry Age 
Tiiat did engage 
Aod well inspir'd the Prince, Ihe Pri«et, 
the Judge, 
The Noble >nd the Wiw to join 
In rearing Mmods Qrood DeMgn. 

II. 

The Grand Design to rear, 

Wa» over MaBoua Cure, 

From Admn dowji berore the Flood, 

Whole Art oM ^oah uuderetoud, 

And did impart to Japhet, Shem, and 

Who tanght their Baoe 

To build apace [it came 

Prood Babera Town and Tow'r, until 

To be admir'd too mnoh, and then 

Kaperaed were the Son« of Men. 



III. 

Bat the' their Tongnes oobAu'd 
In diatant Climee the}' ns'd, 
They brought, from Shinar Ord«r» 

To rear (be Art they nnderatood t 

Therefore sing firat the Piincea of the 

Next Belus Great, jblea t 

Who ait hia Seat 

In old Aaayria, building etatdy PUm ; 

And Hitzraim'a Pyramida among 

The other Subjeets of our Song. 

IV. 

And Sham, n-ho did inatil 

The uaefnl wond'rona 8kiU 

Into IheMindi of Nationa great: 

And Abram next, who did relate 

Th' At^Ayrlen Learning to hia Sons, that 

In E^yptd XitLiid, [irban 

UyPlinraohaUand, 

Were roughly taught to be most skilfn] 

TiU their Graod-Maelri' Moses roie. 
And them deliver'd fi om their Foet. 

V. 
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V. 



vin. 



But who can sing his Praise, 

Who did the Tent upraise ? 

Then sing his Workmen, true as 
Steel, 

Aholiab and Bezaleel ; 

Sing Tyre and Sidon, and Phenecians 

But Samson's Blot [old. 

Is ne'er forgot ; [sold 

He blabb'd his Secrets to his Wife, that 

Her Husband, who at last pull'd 

down 

The House on all in Gaza Town. 

VI. 

But Solomon the King 
With solemn Note we sing 
Who reared at length the Grand 

Design, 
By Wealth, and Pow'r, and Art Di- 
vine ; [Prince, 
Helpt by the learned Hiram Tyrian 
By Craftsmen good, 
That understood 
Wise Hiram Abif s charming Influence : 
He aided Jewish Masters bright, 
Whose curious Works none can re- 
cite 

VII. 

These glorious Mason Kings, 
Each thankful Brother sings, 
Who in its Zenith rais'd the Art, 
And to all Nations did impart. 
The useful Skill. Fur from the Temple 
To ev'ry Land, [fine 

And foreign Strand, 
The Craftsmen march'd, and taught the 
Grand Design ; [Peers, 

Of which the Kings, with mighty 
And learned Men, were Overseers. 



Diana's Temple next, 
In lesser Asia fixt ; 
And Babylon's proud Walls, the Seat 
Of Nebuchadnezzar the Great ; 
The Tomb of Mausolus, the Carian 
King; 
With many a Pile 
Of lofty Style 
In Africa and Greater Asia, sing. 
In Greece, in Sicily, and Bome, 
That had those Nations overcome. 

IX. 

Then sing Augustus too. 
The Gen'ral Master true, 
Who by Vitruvius did refine 
And spread the Masons Grand De< 
sign, 
Thro' North and West; till andent 
Britons chose 
The Royal Art 
In ev'ry Part, 
And Roman Architecture could dii- 
close; 
Until the Saxons warlike Rage 
Destroy'd the Skill of many an Age. 



At length the Gothick Style 
Prevail'd in Britain's Isle, 
When Masons Grand Design reviv'd, 
And in their well-formed Lodges 
thriv'd, 
Tho' not as formerly in Roman Days* 
Yet sing the Fanes 
Of Saxons, Danes, 
Of Scots, Welch, Irish ; but sing first tfaa 
Preuse 
Of Athelstan and Edwin Prince, 
Our Master of Great Influence. 

PABT 
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XI. 



And eke the Norman Kings 
The British Mason sings ; 
Till Roman Style reviv'd there, 
And British Crowns united were 
In leam'd James, a Mason King, who 
Fine Heaps of Stones [rais'd 
By Inigo Jones, 
That rival'd wise Palladio,jastly prais'd 
In Italy, and Britain too, 
For Architecture firm and true. 

XII. 

And thence in ev'ry Beign 
Did Masonry obtain 
With Kings, the Noble and the Wise, 
Whose Fame resounding to the 
Skies, 
Excites the present Age in Lodge to 
join. 
And Aprons wear 
With Skill and Care, 
To raise the Masons ancient Grand 
Design, 
And to revive th' Augustan Style 
In many an artful glorious Pile. 



XIII. 

From henceforth ever sing 
The Craftsman and the ELing, 
With Poetry and Musick sweet 
Besound their Harmony compleat; 
And with Geometry in skilful Hand, 
Due Homage pay, 
Without Delay, [Grand j 

To Wharton's noble Duke our Master 
He rules the Free-born Sons of Art, 
By Love and Friendship, Hand and 
Heart 

CHOBUS. 

Who can rehearse the Praise, 
In soft Poetic Lays, 
Or solid Prose, of Masons true, 
Whose Art transcends the common 
View? [poB'd, 

Their Secrets, ne'er to Strangers yetex- 
Preserv'd shall be 
By Masons Free, 
And only to the ancient Lodge discloa'd , 
Because they're kept in Masons' 
Heart 
By Brethren of the Boyal Art 



To fill up this Page, it is thought not amiss to insert here a Paragraph from an 
old Record of Masons, viz. The Company of Masons, being otherwise termed 
Free Matrons, of auncient Staunding and good Reckonning, by means of affable 
and kind Meetings diverse Tymes. and as a loving Brotherhood showld use to 
doe, d'd frequent this mutual Assembly in the Tyme of King Henry V. the 
I2th Vear of his most gracious Reign. And the said Record describing a Goat 
of Arms, much the same with that of the London Company of Freemen Ma- 
soiis, it is generally believed that the said Company is descended of the ancient 
Fraternity ; and that in former Times no Man was made Free of that Company 
nntil he was install'd in some Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons, as a 
necessary Qualification. But that laudable Practice seems to have been long 
in Dissuetude. The Brethren in foreign Parts have also discover'd that several 
noble and ancient Societies and Orders of Men have derived their Chargea and 
Regulations from the Free Masons, (which are now the most ancient Order 
npon Earth) and perhaps were originally all Members too of the scud anoieni 
■nd worshipful Fraternity. But this will more fully appear in due Time. 
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THE 



By our Brother Charles Delafaye Esq; 



TO BE SUNG AND PLAY'D AT THE GRAND-FEAST. 



I. 

Hail Masonry ! thou Craft divine I 
Glory of Earth, from Heav'n reveal'd ; 

Which dost with Jewels precious shine, 
From all but Masons Eyes conceal' d. 

CHORUS. 

Ihy Praises due who can rehearse 
In nervous Prose, or flowing Verse ? 

n. 

As Men from Brutes distinguisht ar6, 
A Mason other Men excels ; 

For what's in Knowledge choice and 
rare. 
But in his Breast securely dwells ? 

CHORUS. 

His silent Breast and faithful Heart 
Preserve the Secrets of the Art. 

IIL 

From scorching Heat and piercing 
Cold; [rends; 

From Beasts, whose Roar the Forest 
From the Assaults of Warriours bold, 

The Masons Art Mankind defends. 

CHORUS. 

Be to this Art due Honor pud, [Aid. 
From which Mankind receives such 



IV. 

Ensigns of State, that feed our Pride, 
Distinctions troublesome, and vain I 

By Masons true are laid aside : 
Art's free-bom Sons such Toys dii 
dain; 

CHORUS. 

Ennobled by the Name they bear, 
Distinguisht by the Badge they wear. 

V. 

Sweet Fellowship, from Envy free ; 

Friendly Converse of Brotherhood 
The Lodge's lasting Cement be ! 

Which has for Ages firmly stood. 

CHORUS. 

A Lodge, thus built, for Ages past 
Has lasted, and will ever last 

VI. 

Then in our Songs be Justice done 
To those who have enrich'd the Arl^ 

From Jabal down to Burlington, 
And let each Brother bear a Part 

CHORUS. 

Let noble Masons Healths go round i 
Theur Praise in lofly Lodge resound. 
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THE 



Bnter'd 'I^JRIflNTIOES SOISiGt. 



BT OUR LATE BROTHER 



Mr. Matthew Birkhead, deceas'd, 

TO BE SUNG WHEN ALL GRAVE BUSINESS IS OVER, AND WITH 

THE master's leave. 







I. 


IV. 


Come let iib prepare. 


Great Kings, Dukes, and Lords, 


We Brothers that are 


Have laid by their Swords, 


Assembled on merry Occasion ; 


Our Myst'ry to put a good Grace on ; 


Let's drink, laugh, and sing, 


And ne'er been asham'd 


Our Wine has a Spring ; 


To hear themselves nam'd 


Here's a Health to an Accepted Mason. 


With a Free and an Accepted Mason. 


11. 


V, 


The World is in pain 


Antiquity's Pride 


Our Secrets to gain, 


We have on our side, 


And still let them wonder and gaze on ; 


And itmaketh Men just in their Station; 


They ne'er can divine 


There's nought but what's good 


The Word or the Sign 


To be understood 


Of a Free and an Accepted Mason. 


By a Free and an Apcepted Mason. 


III. 


VL 


'Tis This, and 'tis That, 


Then join Hand in Hand, 


They cannot tell What, 


T'each other firm stand, [on. 


W hy so many Great Men of the Nation 


Let's be merry, and put a bright Faoe 


Should Aprons put on. 


What Mortal can boast 


To make themselves one 


So Noble a Toast, 


With a Free and an Accepted Mason. 


As a Free and an Accepted Mason. 
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And with Ge - om - e - try in skil - ful Hand, Due Homage 
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Friend-ship, by Love and Friendship. Hand and Heart. 



^ 




CHORUS. 
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Who can re-hearse the praise, In soft Po - e - tic Lays, Or 
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ThB Musick of the Fellow-Crafts Song, containing seve- 
ral Sheets, being too much to be herewith printed, 
the Lodge, to which the Authors of the Song and 
Musick belong, will afford it in Manuscript to any- 
other Lodge, when desired. 
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London, this 17th Day of January, 172f. 

AT the Quarterly Communication, This Book, which 
was undertaken at the Command of His Grace the Duke 
of Montagu, our late Grand Master, having been regu- 
larly approved in Manuscript by the Grand Lodge, was 
this Day produced here in Print, and approved by the 
Society : Wherefore we do hereby Order the same to be 
Published, and recommend it for the Use of the Lodges. 

Philip Duke of Wharton, Grand Master. 

I. T. Desaguliers, Deputy Grand Master, 
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ANALYTICAL INDEXES 

TO 

ANDERSON'S CONSTITUTIONS. 

PBEPAKED ST 



I. 

INDEX TO THE HISTORICAL PAET. 

A. 

Paoi 

Abraham learned Geometry and the kindred Arts in Ur of the 

Chaldees, and transmitted them to his sons - - - - 7 
Adam had the principles of Greometry and the liberal Sciences im- 
pressed upon his heart, -----.. ^ 
" taught his sons Geometry, and its use, ----- 2 
African nations conjectured to have imitated the Egyptians in Mar 

sonry, 24 

Aholiab with Bezaleel erected the Tabernacle, - - - - 3 

Anne, Queen of England, encouraged Architecture, - - - 43 

Archimedes, a prodigious Geometrican in Sicily, - - - - 24 

Architecture flourished in the reign of William III., - - 42 
Arch of Noah was fabricated by (Geometry and according to the 

rules of Masonry, _--.-««. 3 

Arms of Freemasonry in the reign of Henry Y., - - - 82 

Athelstane, King of England, encouraged Masons from France, - 32 

improved the Constitutions of the English Lodges, - 32 

increased the "Wages of the working Masons, - - 32 

granted a free Charter, for the assembling of the Masons, 

to his son, Prince Edwin, about A.D. 930, - - - 32 

Augustan style of Architecture defined, ----- 26 

Augustus, Emperor of Bome, encouraged Masonry and the Masons, 

and particularly Vitruvius, ------ 26 

" became the Grand Master of Masons at Bome, - 25 
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B. 

PAOl 

Baal, or Bel, was one name by which Nimrod was worship- 
ped, - -- Notey 4 

Babylon, city of, described, Notef 16 

Bonai, or builders, at the Temple, defined, 10 

Britons, the ancient, had a few remains of good Masonry before the 

Roman conquest, --------27 

Buildings, list of those erected in England since the revival of Mar 

sonry, Note, 46 

0. 

Oain built a city, and called it consecrated or dedicated, after the 

name of Enoch, his son, ------ 2 

" posterity of, imitated his example in the improvement of Geo- 
metry and Masonry, - - - - - - 2 

" erected many curious works, - - - . - - - 3 

Canaan, sons of, erected many beautiful temples and mansions, - 6 

Candidates, by Prince Edwin's constitutions, were to be examined 

before they were admitted as Master Masons, - - - 33 

Captives at Babylon retained their skill in Masonry, by building the 

works of Nebuchadnezzar, 18 

" rebuilt the Temple of Jerusalem, A.M. 3468, - - - 18 

Celtic edifices were erected by the ancient Gkiuls and Britons before 

the Koman conquest, - 27 

Chaldees and Magi preserved Geometry on the Tigris and Euphrates, 6 

Charles I. was an accepted Freemason, ----- 40 

" founded St. Paul's in 1666, 40 

" founded other edifices, - - - - - - .-40 

Charles Martel, King of France, sent expert Craftsmen and learned 

Architects to England, A. D. 741, 31 

Civil Wars, Masonry languished during the, 40 

Colossus of Rhodes described, ------ Note, 26 

Confusion of languages helped to give rise to the Masonic modes of 

recognition, - - - -6 

Constitution and Charges of an English Lodge were framed by the 
Assembly at York, from all the writings and records in Greek, 
Latin, French, and other languages then extant, - - 33 
/* and Charges ordered to be read by the Master and 
Warden, on the admission of a new Brother, - - • 33 

Oyrua was Grand Master, A.M. 3468, and ordered the rebuilding 

of the Temple at Jerusalem, 18 
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PAOB 

Dagon, Temple of, described, ------ 9 

Danes, the invasion of, occasioned the ioss of many Masonic records, 

in England, A.D. 832, --.---- 30 



E. 

Edwin, Prince, summoned a General Assembly of the Masons at 

York, about 930, - - 32 

" obtained a free Charter for them from his father. King Athel- * 
stane, ----------32 

Elizabeth, Queen, discouraged Masonry, because, being a woman, 

she could not be made a Mason, ------ 38 

" anecdote of her, Note, 38 

England received Masonry from France in the reign of King Charles 

Martel, A.D. 741, 30 

Enoch erected two pillars, which by some, however, have been attri- 
buted to Seth, Note, 3 

Entered Apprentices, directions to, in an old MS., - . - Note, 34 
Euclid gathered up the scattered elements of Greometry, and digested 

these into a method, at Alexandria, A.M. 3700, - - 22 
Europe, northern, there are few remains of good Masonry there be- 
fore the Boman conquest, ------ 27 

Expelled Masons, an old regulation concerning, - - Note^ 34 



P. 



Forty-seventh Proposition of Euclid's 1st book is the foundation of 

all Masonry, --------21 

Freemasons* Arms, in the reign of Henry Y., were the same as those 

of the Working Masons, ----..-82 



G. 

General Assembly held at York, and framed the Constitution and 

Charges of the English Lodges, 33 

Geometry was written on the heart of Adam, - - - - 1 
" is the foundation of all the mechanical Arts, and parti- 
cularly of Masonry and architecture, ----- 
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Geometr; was tanght by Adam to his gone, .... 2 

■ ** EiDd Maaonry practised by Cain and Seth, ... 2 
" brought by Noah aai] his aons from the Old Woild to the 

I New, 3 

" and Maaoury practised in the Vale of Shinar, - - 3 
" " carried by the workmen thence after tbeir 

diapersioD into distant parCs, ..... 4 

" and Masonry lost in most parts of the earth, ... 4 

" " preserved by Ntmrod in Sbinar and ABayria, A 
" afterwards preserved ou the Tigris and Euphrates by the 

Ohaldees and Magi, 5 

** and Masonry were thence transmitted to Iat«r ages, - S 
" " were much improved in Egypt, from the 

OTBrflowings of lie Nile, ...... 5 

" was cultivated in Greece after the time of Pythagoras, ■ 22 
" was digested into a method by Euclid at Aleaandria, 

A.M. 3700, 22 

George I. encouraged the revival of the ancient style, ... 44 

" laid the foundation-stone of the chapel of St. Martin in 

campis, ---.--....44 

Gbiblim, the Stonecutters at the Temple, ... Ifote, 10 

Ootliicfltyle waseueouragedin England during the Heptarchy, - 30 

Goths and Vaudala were enemies of Masonry, . - - - 25 

GrandMaster was always nobly born in fleotlaod, - - - 37 

Greece, Masonry carried into, after the Temple, - . . 20 

" not distinguished for knowledge of Geometry until the time 

ofThales,A.M.3457, 20 

" knowledgeofGeometry and Masonry in, was revived by its 

correspondeuce with the Asiatics and Egyptians, - NoU. 20 

H. 

Harodim, the Balers or Provosts at the Temple, - ... 10 

Henry T., condition of Masonry in the reign of, - - - 82 

Henry VI. approved the Constitutions of Prince Edwin, - - 33 

" act passed m the reign of, was made for the Working 

Masons, 35 

" act of, was never enforced against the Freemasons, - 36 

Hii&m Abif, weuningof liisname, ..... Ifott, 11 

" "his character, -....,« 12 

" " called Master of the Work, ..... 14 

Hiram, King of Tyre, .-10 

" " " was Grand Master of the Lodge at Tyre, - 14 
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Ish Choteeb, the Hewers at the Temple, . - - - NoU, 10 

Ish Sabbal, the lAbourcre at- the Temple, - - • - " 10 

Israelites, forced by the kings of Egypt to learn Masonry, - - 8 

" were a whole kingdom of Maaona when they left Egypt, - 8 

" improved Masonry after they possessed Canaan, by special 

direction of Heaven, . -------3 

" Doue of Ibe neighbouring nations conld eqnal them in Ma- 
sonry, 15 



Jahbs I. revived the English Lodges, 38 

" revived the Augustan style in Eogland, - - - 39 

James H., LoJ^'L'? dwiiidkil in the reign of, - - - - - 40 

Japhet, posterity of, Averi? skilled in Geometry and Masonry, - 6 

Jones, luigo, was a succL-ssful imitator of Falladio, - - 39 

" " his genina aud works, - - - • - NoU, 40 

Jupiter Olympus, statue of, described, ----- " 26 



King's Freemason or General Surveyor was the name of an officer in 

the reign of Edward HI., 3 

Knighthood, military orders of, borrowed many of their usages from 
, Masonry, ---.-•-.--4 



Lodge of Masons in every Boman garriaon, ' 
Lodges, Uimr revival in London, 
" list of, in Loudon in 1723, 



Uahometons were enemies of Masonry, ------ 28 

Masonry, the Old World was not ignorant of it, - - - 3 
" was communicated to theNewlVorld by Noah and his sons, 3 
" was carried, after the dispersiooat Babel, into distant parts, 4 
" was preserved by Nimrod in Shinar and Assyria, - - 4 
" nas encouraged by the kings and great men there, - 5 
** was transmitted thence, with Geometry, to later ages and 
distant climes, ---......S 
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wan iiTASizi::: zo Eejpc z,t Mnzraza. lit) jeara i^icr ice iixA. i 

worksaen- --------.14 

- waa tivntied to Greece. - ------ 19 

was eituaaifed to Ii>wer As^r ----- IS 

•* wae ^sLtiTaied in Gnsece, ----- . 22 

* wag enltrrated ia skiIt. ------ ^ 

* was tracsniiCtd from Sfcilj to Rjoie, - - - - 24 
** waa extex^ekd to Uliixna Thule. ----- 27 

* was ec^jczrag^ br tik& Saxocs acd XocmuB; - - - 30 
** wstf ecieoixrag<^ in Scodaod. ----- 37 
** wa3 disCCAintenazM%d bj Qncen FH/ahpth, - - - 38 

* was e&cooraged bj James L. ----- 39 

* waa encooraeed by Charks IL, ----- 40 
'^ laagiiislKd dnrxcg the CitiI Wars. - - - - 40 
** recoTered at the B€s^'JradoD, in 1666, - - - - 40 
** dwicdkd in the reign of James IL, - - - . 41 
** bad a mightv influence in everr age and nauan, - - 44 
" coDdition ot in Eogland^ in 1723. - - - - 46 

3Cmoi» were always the fitvooritcs of the emioeDt, in times of peace 

and freedom, ---------25 

MaaafAtam, the, described, -.---.-21 

ICeoatzcbim, the Overseers at the Temple, - - - - Naiej 10 

Mootago, Duke of, Graod BHaster of England, - - - - 48 

Mfmumeaty the I/>ndoD, described, ------ Kaie^ 42 

Motes, the (veoeral Maater Maaon, ...... g 



Kebcchaditezzab set his heart on Architecture, and became the 

Grand Master Mason, AM. 3416, ----- 16 

•* bnilt Babylon, 16 

Kimrod preserved Masonry in Shinar and Assyria, - - - 4 
'* built many cities, --...... 4 

Noah and three sons were all trae Masons, ----- 3 

** ** '' brought with them, over the flood, the traditions 

and arts of the antedilavians, ..--.. 3 
Konnans oicoaraged Masonry, --.... 30 

0. 

Orerseers at the Temple. .-..-. ^ofe 10 
Oiford Theatre described, • - "43 
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Painters alwaj^ have been reckoned as good Masons, because they 

perform according to Geometry and the rules of building, 26 
Palladio revived the Augustan style in Italy, - - - - 39 

Pharos, the Tower of, described, NotCf 23 

Phidias was one pf the ancient Masons, - - - - " 26 
Ptolomeus Philadelphus was General Master Mason in Egypt, and 

erected the Tower of Pharos, A.M. 3748, - - - - 23 
Pyramids are a proof of Masonry in Egypt, - - - - 5 

Pythagoras was the author of the 47th proposition of Euclid's 1st 

book, 20 

** account of, ------ - JVbte, 21 

R. 

Record, Masonic, in the reign of Edward IV., described, - - 31 
Religious Orders borrowed many of their usages from Masonry, - 41 

S. 

Sampson never was numbered among Masons, because he revealed 

his secrets to his wife, NotCf 9 

Saxons, before their conversion to Christianity, were enemies of Ma- 
sonry, 29 

" afterwards erected Lodges, and encouraged Masonry, - 30 

Scotland, Masonry encouraged in, -37 

" Grand Master and Grand Warden in, had a fixed salary 
from the Crown, -----.--37 

" regulations of, -------- 37 

Seth was the prime cultivator of Astronomy, - - - - 2 

" taught Geometry and Masonry to his offspring, - - - 2 

" family of, erected many curious works, ----- 3 

Shem, posterity of, cultivated the Masonic Arts, - - - 7 

Sheriff or Mayor ordered by an old MS. to be made fellow and 
Sociate to the Master of a Lodge, in help of him against 

rebels, Note, 34 

Shinar, a vast number of the race of Noah employed in building a 

city and tower in the vale of, .4 

" workmen at, celebrated for their skill in Masonry, - - 4 

" " carried their skill into distant parts, - - 4 

Sicily taught Geometry and Masonry to Rome, - - - . - 24 

Solomon built the Temple at Jerusalem, - - - - . 9 

" dedicated or consecrated the Temple, A.M. 3000, - 13 

" was Grand Master of the Lodge at Jerusalem, - - 14 

5* 
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William the Ookquebob built the Tower of London, - Nate, 31 

William 11. encouraged Masonry, and built Westminster Hall, - 31 

William in. is reckoned a Freemason, ----- 43 

encouraged Masonry, ------ 43 

in the reign of, the Augustan style was much afifected, 43 

Workmen at the Temple described, ------ 10 

Wren, Sir Christopher, was the King's Architect, - - . 43 

T. 

Ybyklb, Henry, was the King's Freemason, or Qeneral Surveyor, in 

the reign of Edward HI., ------ 31 

York, General Assembly at, about A.D. 930, - - - - 32 

Z. 

Zebubbabel, as Qeneral Master Mason of the Jews, dedicated the 

Second Temple with joy, A.M. 3489, - - - - 19 



PAOB 

Statuaries have always been reckoned good Masons, because they 

perform according to Geometry and the rules of building, - 26 
Stone, Nicholas, was Master Mason under Inlgo Jones, - - 39 ' 

T. ! 

I 

Tabernacle was erected by Aholiab and Bezaleel under Moses, and 

framed by Geometry, ------- 8 

Temple of Solomon described, -------9 | 

Temple, the Second, foundations of, laid by order of Cyrus, A.M. 3468, 18 j 

« « dedicated by Zerubbabel, A.M. 3489, - - 19 

« " described, 19 

** of Ephesus described, -..--- Note, 15 j 

I 

^- I 

Yandals were enemies of Masonry, ------ 28 

Yitruvius was the &ther of all true Architects, - - - 25 
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n. 

INDEX TO THE CONSTITUTIONAL PAET. 

A. 

PAGB 

Age of a candidate to be not less than 25, except by dispensation 

(4 Regulation), 69 

Annual Communication of all the city Lodges to be holden on St. 

John the Baptist's or St. John the Evan- 
gelist's day (22 Reg.), - - - 65 
" " new Grand Master, Deputy, and Wardens, 

to be chosen at the (22 Reg.), ------ 55 

Appeals may be carried to the Grand Lodge, - - - - 54 

" to the Annual, from the Quarterly Communication of the 
Grand Lodge, ------.-.56 

Atheist, no Mason can be one, - - . - - - - 50 

B. 

Behaviour in a Lodge, ---------53 

** after Lodge, before leaving, ----- 54 

** without strangers, but out of Lodge, - - - . 54 
** in presence of strangers not Masons, - - - - 55 

" at home, -----.---55 

" to a strange Brother, ------ 55 

Bondmen cannot be admitted as Masons, ..... 51 

Brother, Masons to salute each other by the title of, - - - 52, 54 
Brotherly love is to be cultivated as a foundation and cape-stone, - 56 

C. 

Candidates, not more than five to be made at one time (4 Reg.), - 59 

Candidate, age of, not to be less than 25 years (4 Reg.), - - 59 

" to be unanimously elected (6 Reg.), - - - - 59 
** to clothe the Lodge, and to deposit something for charity 

(7 Reg.), 60 

^ shall promise to submit to the constitutions, charges, 

and regulations (7 Reg.), ... • - 60 
Cashier may be appointed by a Lodge to take charge of the charity 

fund (7 Reg.), 60 

Caution before strangers inculcated, --..-- 55 

" " one's family, friends, and neighbours, - •» - 55 
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PAQI I 

Obarity Fund to be lodged with the Master, or Wardens, or Cashier, i 

if there be one (7 Reg.), - 60 j 

" to be deposited by every new Brother at his making (7 Reg.), 60 

" regulation for, in the Grand Lodge (13 Reg.), - - - 62 

Olanderitine Lodge, how to be treated (8 Reg.), - - - - 60 

Committee to be appointed to examine all Brethren coming to the 

annual feast (25 Reg.), -------66 

Committees, private, forbidden to be holden in a Lodge, - - 53 

Complaints (or charges), how to be conducted, - - - - 64 

Constituting a new Lodge, manner of, ----- 71 



D. 

Defect, physical, a disqualification for Apprentices, - - - 51 
Deputy Grand Master to be chosen by the Grand Master, - 52 
" " " to be appointed by the Grand Master at the 

Grand Feast (35 Reg.), - - - 69 

" " " must have been the Master of a Lodge, - 52 

u u It jjja^y perform the duties of Grand Master, 

in his absence, ----- 52 
****** being sick, the Grand Master may appoint 

a Deputy ^ro tempore (18 Reg.), - 64 
****** cannot act as Master or Warden of a Lodge, 

while in office (17 Reg.), - - - 64 
** ** " cannot be discharged without the consent of 

the Grand Lodge (18 Reg.), - - 64 
Disorderly Brother, how to be dealt with (9 Reg.), - - - 60 
Dispensations, cases in which they may be granted (5, 8, 12, 13 

Reg.), 59,60,61 



Envy forbidden, ----------53 

Excesses forbidden, ---------64 

Entered Apprentices allowed to speak at the Annual ConHnumc&- 

tion (37 Reg.), - - - - - 70 
" " allowed to vote in making new regulations 
(39 Reg.), 70 

F. 

Feast to be held on St. John the Baptist's or St. John the Evange- 
list's day (22 Reg.), - - 65 

*^ must be agreed upon three months before (22 Reg.), - 65 
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Feast, if objected to by the Grand Master, or a. majority of the 

Moalera, it must be dropped {22 Rej,'.): - ... 65 

" how to be managed (23, 24, 25, 2G, 27, 30 Eeg.), - - 66, 68 

Fellow, a name by whicli Masons may call each other, - - - 52 
PeUow Crafts and Master Masons only, to be made only in Grand 

Lodge {13 Reg.), 61 

" " pennitted to apeak at the Annnal Communication 

(31 Eeg.), 70 

Fidelity to the Lord {i. e., employer) inculcated, .... 62 

Free-born, Masons must be, •--.•.. fil 

a. 

Grand Lodge to consist of the Master and Wardens of all the Lodges, 
w [ th theG i-nii<I Master, Deputy, and Grand Wardens 

laEog.J, 61 

" "to bold Qitii: terly Communications and an annnal one 

(12 Eeg.), ....... 61 

" " duties and functions of (13 E^.). .... 61 

■ "all matters in, to be determined by a majority of votes 

(12 Eeg), 61 

" " none but members to be present (12 E^.). - • 61 

Grand Master most have been a Fellow Craft, - - . 62 

" " other qualifications of, ■ . . . - - 53 

" " authority and powers of, - . . • . 56 

" " has two votes (12 Reg), 61 

" " not to be applied to on busineBS without the knowledge 

of his Deputy (16 Reg.) 64 

" " has a right to preside in any Lodge (1 Reg.), - - 6S 

" " cannot be the Master or Warden of a Lodge during 

the time of office (17 Reg.), .... 64 

* " abusing his power, to be treated by a new r^ulation 

(19 Eeg.), 64 

* " dying, or being otherwise rendered incapable of dis- 

charging his office, how his place is to be supplied 
(21 Heg), 66 

* " to be elected only by the Master and Wardens of the 

Lodges (29 Reg.), - - - - .- .68 

■ " how to be proclaimed (32 Reg.), - - - 63 
" " if QOtelccledatllie AiiiiljhI Communication, or reftses 

to serve, then the present Graud Master shall ap- 
point bis successor, to be unanimously approved by 
the Graud Lodge (33 Eeg.), - - - - 69 
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Grand Master to act as proxy for the Grand Master electa if he be 

absent at the time of his election, and to receive 
homage for him (36 Reg.), - - - - 70 
** " must harangue the Brethren and given them good ad- 

vice at the Annual Communication (38 Reg.) - 70 

H. 

Health must be consulted, by not continuing together too late, or too 

long from home after lodge hours are past, - - - 55 

Henry Y., opinion concerning the act passed in the reign of, - - 57 

Honour of the Ancient Brotherhood to be consulted, - - 65 

I. 

Ill language to be avoided by the Craftsmen, - - - - 52 
Instructing the Master and Wardens, right of secured to the Lodge, 61 
Instruction to be given to the younger Brethren, - - - 55 

J. 

Journey-work not to be put to task, ------ 53 

L. 

Labourers not to be employed in the proper work of Masonry, - 53 
Language, unbecoming, not to be used in the Lodge, - - - 53 
Law, not to be resorted to, about what concerns Masonry, without an 

absolute necessity, apparent to the Lodge, - - - 54 
Law-suits between Masons to be conducted without wrath and ran- 
cour, 56 

Legal course, never to be taken, unless the case cannot be otherwise 

decided, 54 

Libertine, irreligious, (i. e., a freethinker,) a Mason cannot be one, 50 

Lodge, definition of, 51 

" every Brother to belong to one, ----- 51 

** anciently, no Mason could be absent from it, except from ne- 
cessity, without severe censure, - - - - - 51 

" qualifications for admission to (2 Reg.), - - - 57 

" Rulers and Governors of, to be obeyed in their respective 

stations, with humility, reverence, love, and alacrity, - 53 
*• is either particular or general, ------ 51 

*• by-laws, roll, and minutes of, to be kept by the Master, War- 
dens, or some Brother appointed by the Master (3 Reg.), 59 
^ members of, are the best judges of whom they shall admit 

(6 Reg.), 50 

^ Grand. See Grand Lodge, 
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Majority of yotes to decide in the Grand Lodge (12 Beg.), - - 61 

Making of more than five new Brothers at one time forbidden (4 Beg.) , 59 

Mason, the religion of one, -50 

Master of a Lodge, his rights and authority (2 Beg.), - - - 59 

** " must have acted as a Warden, - - - 52 
** *' the most expert of the Fellow Crafts to be chosen 

as the, -------52 

<• « who is the oldest Freemason, to preside in the 

Grand Lodge in the absence of higher officers 

(14 B^.), 61 

** Grand. See Grand Ma^r. 

" Masons and Fellow Crafts to be made only in the Grand Lodge 

(13 Beg.), 61 

Merit, the only ground of preferment among Masons, - - 51 

Mirth, innocent, to be enjoyed after Lodge, - - - - - 54 

Moral Law, a Mason obliged by his tenure to obey the, - - 50 

Motions to be received before dinner at the annual feast (28 Beg.), 66 

0. 

Obedience to the Bnlers of Masonry inculcated, • • • - 52 

P. 

Past Grand Master, or Past Deputy, takes the place of the Grand 

Master in his absence, and that of the Deputy (14 Beg.), 63 
" Master, the last, to preside in the absence of the Master (2 Beg.), 59 
Petition or notice to be one month previous to admission of a mem- 
ber (5 Beg.), 59 

Politics not to be brought into the Lodge, - - ... 54 

Porters to be appointed for the annual feast (26 Beg.), - • 67 
Preferment among Masons grounded on merit, - - - •51 
Proxy, Grand Master may be installed, and make his nominationB by 

(36 Beg.), 70 

Qualifications for admission, .......51 

" physical, of candidates, ..... 51 

Quarrelling and wrangling forbidden, - • - . - - • 56 

Quarrels about religion or politics forbidden, .... 54 

Quarterly Communications of the Grand Lodge directed to be holdeo 

(12 Beg.), ,x 
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Qutrtsrl; OommaiiicationE, none bnt membo^ to be present at tbcm 

(12 Reg.). . - . - - 8X 

" " UaaterSfasoosaadFellow Grafts to be made 
only there, except bj diBpeosation (13 
Beg.), CI 

" * diSbrenoae that cannot be settled in pri- 

vate or by Lodges, an to be deinded 
there (13 Reg.), .... 61 

" " q)peat from the, to tbe amiiuJ Grand Lodge 

(13 Reg.), fi2 

" " Slaatere and Wardens to molce their retnnui 

there (13 Reg.), • - '- - 62 



BebelatogoTeramentnottobecoDDteDancedtbi^ »>;><]otbeespelled, 60 

Itegolations, General, were compiled by Geo. >aj— , - - - 68 

" " how to be altered (39 Beg,), - - - 70 

Beligion of a Mason, what it oufflit to be, 60 

" diapates about, never to be broaght into the Lodge, - 04 

EepreaeoUtives of a Lodge are the Master and Wardens (10 Reg.), 61 

Beverence to be paid to the Master. Wardens, and Fellows, - - 64 
Boll of members to be kept by the Miister, Wordeos, or some other 

Brother appointed by the Master (3 Reg.), - - - 69 



Salnte. Brethren to salnte one another in a coorteons maoiier, - U 

Seoietaiy, Grand, provisions for big appoiounent (13 B^.), • 62 
" cannot be Master or Warden of a Lodge during 

histjmeof office (17 Be?.). .... 64 

Seniority no gronnd for preferment in Maiwiiij, ii 
' Senior Warden presides in the Ma3tj;r'a absence, if no Past Master 
be present ; and if there is, he most congregate the 

Lodge (2 R(«.), 69 

Song, the Master's, 75 

" " Warden's --•-.....tH) 

" " Fellow Craft's, 83 

" "■ l;ntere<i Apprentice's, --....-^ 

Btewards for tbe aannal feant to be appointed \id ttlsB.t, - - 66 

Strange Brethren to be cantlonHly examined, - • • • 65 

" " to be respected and relieved, ■ - - . 6S 

" " to be employed or recommended, - - - 66 

dnbjectlon to the civil powers inculcated, - .... 60 
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rtsk-work Dot to be pat to jonnKj, '-.... ss 

Jyler, Oniiid, directed to be appointed {13 Beg.)' - - - 63 

« " must boa Pel]ow Craft (IB Reg.). - - - - 63 

" " shall sot be a meoibcr ofthe Onud Lodge (13 B^.), 63 

rools to be a[iprove<3 hy tlie Grand Lodge, - - - - 63 

[Vcasarer, QrHJid, hia appoiotmpntsttQd powers (13 Reg.), - - 62 

" " oaonot be Master or Warden of a Lodge dariag 

the time of his office (IT R^.)> - - - 84 



niuuiimily b balloting for cudidates required (6 Beg.), 

" " cannot be dispensed with (6 Beg.), 

Cniformity in work to be observed (11 Reg.), 



Visitation of the city Lodges by the Qrand Master directed (12 

Beg.), 61 

Totes, a majority of^ to decide all qaestions in the Orand Lodge 

(12 Reg.), 61 

» the Grand Master has two (12 Beg.), .... 61 

W. 

Wages, no more to be given than deserved, - - . - - S3 
" to be received without murmaring, .... 63 

'Warden must be a Fellow Craft, 82 

" tooveracctheworkin the Master's abaence, - - 63 

Wardens, to be elected by tlie LuLlge, if it does not approve of the 

Master's nomination (39 R^.), • - - - - 69 

Warden, Grand, muat ha.ve been the Master of a Lodge, - - 62 
" " caoDot be a Master or Warden of a Lodge during 

his time of office (17 R^.), . . . . « 
Wasdais, Orand, who are to act as such in the Grand Lodge (IS 

Iteg), 63 

* " cannot be dischai^ed by the Grand Master withont 
the cooaeat of the majority of the Grand Lodge 
(18 Reg.), 64 

■ " are to prepare tickets for the feast (23 Beg.), - 6t 

■ " to be nominated by the Grand Master (3S Reg.), 6f 

■ " to be elected by the Grand Lodge, if the Grand 
is not approved (35 Beg.), 69 
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Wunnt to form a new Lodge must be obtuDM n^a on Oram 

Master (8 R^.), 

Witfadrawal of a nnmber of Brethren from a Lodge, when onlj f 

be permitted 8 Reg,), 

Wa)aeiiDOttol>e admitted menLbera of a Lodge^ ... 
Work on working da j8 inculcated, - , . . . 
" to be donereaaooably, - . . - 
" to be hooeatly finished, .... 
Worth uid merit tbe only groiiodB-ofpTefenBi>atviiong]bKw% - 
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